


 

July 1, 2017 

  

Michael T. Scuse, Secretary 

Delaware Department of Agriculture 

2320 South DuPont Highway 

Dover, DE   19901 

  

 

Dear Secretary Scuse: 

  

Agricultural and forested lands dominate the landscape in Delaware and are exceedingly important to the 

Stateôs economy, environmental quality, and traditional way of life. These two industries were critical to 

the success of the United States in its earliest years as a burgeoning country. Though the forest industry 

is currently struggling a bit here in Delaware, agriculture and healthy forests are still just as important to 

the residents of Delaware and the millions of people who visit our state every year. The Delaware Forest 

Service remains committed to protecting Delaware forestsða highly valuable natural resource that 

provides everyone with countless natural benefits. 

  

I am pleased to present to you this annual report highlighting the significant activities performed by the 

Delaware Forest Service in FY17. Of particular significance this past fiscal year was our expanded 

outreach to our partners in conservation. We sought out collaborative projects with DNRECôs Divisions of 

Parks & Recreation and Fish & Wildlife, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, NRCS, The Nature Conservancy, 

Flint Woods Preserve (Delaware Nature Society), and the Kent County Conservation District for a host of 

water quality projects at Taber State Forest. We will continue to strengthen these interagency 

relationships to reach common goals in forestland protection. 

 

As Secretary of Agriculture under the John Carney administration, I am confident that you will continue  

to sustain our programs as you did during your last stint as Secretary, for which we are very grateful.  

The impact of your support (and that of the General Assembly) will set the stage for the Delaware Forest 

Service for many years to come. Thank you for your past, current, and future efforts to work with us on 

many important forestry-related issues in our quest to conserve, protect, and enhance this precious 

Delaware natural resource.  

  

Sincerely, 

   

 

Michael A. Valenti 

Forestry Administrator 
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Forests play a vital role in keeping our natural ecosystems healthy and viable. Trees provide us with 

numerous natural benefits that enhance our quality of life. Protecting this valuable resource is the  

number one priority for the Delaware Forest Service. To accomplish this goal, we: 1) encourage  

forest landowners to adopt sound forest management practices, 2) monitor forests statewide for both 

short- and long-term health threats, and 3) seek to improve public awareness of the importance of 

Delawareôs trees and forests and the services offered by the Delaware Forest Service. These various 

strategies are implemented within three main program areas: conservation, protection, and education. 

FOREST CONSERVATION 

Urban and Community Forestry 
The Delaware Forest Service administers an Urban and Community  
Forestry Program that provides technical assistance to cities, towns, 
communities, developers, and local governments. Staff members help  
develop community forest management plans and street tree inventories. 
Foresters also review proposed developments to protect and conserve 
community tree resources. Additionally, annual community-based forestry  
grants are awarded to organizations for tree planting and tree management 
projects on publicly owned lands. In FY17, the Delaware Forest Service  
awarded $94,383 to fund 34 community forestry projects in Delaware.  

Landowner Assistance 
Professional foresters assist landowners by helping them improve the  
quality of their forested lands. This technical assistance includes forest 
management activities such as reforestation, timber harvesting, timber stand 
improvement, and the development of comprehensive management plans.  
The Delaware Forest Service supervised the planting of 38,750 seedlings  

on 69 acres of private land, developed 21 stewardship plans for 1,742 acres,  
and assisted one landowner with silvicultural practices on 180 acres. 

FOREST PROTECTION 

Wildland Fire  
Delaware Forest Service personnel help protect the First Stateôs natural 
resources through the wildland fire program. Foresters and conservation  
techs assist volunteer fire companies with wildland fire suppression and  
provide wildland fire training.  

During FY17, the Delaware Forest Service provided basic instruction in 

wildland fire training to 36 individuals. The Delaware Forest Service  
responded to 13 wildfires that burned 26 wooded acres and staff members 
were on standby for local volunteer fire companies at more than 100 brush  
and field fires.  

The DFS also dispatched 20-person wildland fire crews to Colorado/Wyoming 

in late July and to southern Idaho in late August. In November, an engine 
crew assisted with fires in the Norton, Virginia area and an assortment of 
single resources were also mobilized at the national level to help control and 
contain large wildfires. Delaware wildland firefighters contributed more than 
939 person-days to the national effort in FY17.  

Through a prescribed fire program designed to assist landowners, staff 
completed controlled burns on a record total of 402 acres. Delaware Forest 

Service staff also provided 67 fire education programs to 6,788 students, 
more than 50 percent of Delawareôs entire first-grade student body. 
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Forest Health 
Forest pest surveys, annual inventories of forest health monitoring plots, 
identifying forest health problems for landowners, and educational programs  
are some of the ways the Delaware Forest Service seeks to maintain and 
improve the health of Delawareôs forests. During the past year, foresters  
provided 83 forest insect and disease diagnoses for landowners and 
homeowners. Our forest health specialist reached out to several hundred 
students through educational programs and continued to monitor the entire  
state for destructive invasive pests such as the emerald ash borer (EAB), 
thousand cankers disease, Asian longhorned beetle, and Sirex wood wasp.  

A single EAB adult was captured in a purple sticky trap in northern Delaware  
in FY17. An intensive search of the area immediately surrounding the trap 
location yielded no additional adults or larvae, nor any damaged ash trees.  
Our staff will be extra vigilant for this forest pest species in the years to come. 
Early detection is the key to successful eradication and high-value specimen  
tree protection in and around an infested area. 

Watershed Protection 

Foresters from the Delaware Forest Service review all commercial forest 
management operations in the state to ensure compliance with the Forestry 
Practices Erosion and Sedimentation (E&S) law. In FY17, foresters issued  
103 permits on 4,755 acres and conducted 131 site inspections. During  
these inspections, foresters provide technical assistance to forestry  
operators to safeguard water quality, which is so vitally important to  
our citizens. A joint Maryland/Delaware study of the effectiveness of  
forest harvest best management practices (BMPs) revealed that Delaware 
operators had a 93 percent level of compliance with E&S BMPs. The noted 
infractions were minor in nature and are being addressed in an effort to  
reach 100 percent compliance.  

FORESTRY EDUCATION 

Information and Education 

The Delaware Forest Service strives to infuse education into all program  
areas. The goal is to inform and educate our citizens about the importance  
of our forest resources and the need to properly manage these resources.  
In FY17, staff provided forestry educational programs to 8,869 participants  
on a variety of topics in Delaware schools, civic groups, and communities. 

State Forest Management  

The Delaware Forest Service manages 20,094 acres of land at Redden  
(12,924), Blackbird (5,899), and Taber (1,271) State Forests. Multiple use 
management objectives include wildlife habitat, recreation, forest products,  
natural resource education, and water quality protection. In FY17, an  
estimated 31,725 visitors logged 34,167 user-days with such popular  
activities as hunting, wildlife observation, hiking, and horseback riding.  
Thanks to funding from the Open Space Council, the Delaware Forest  
Service added 324 acres to Blackbird State Forest through a fee simple  
purchase of a parcel north of the Tybout Tract.  

The Delaware Forest Service continues to work towards the 78 specific  
goals outlined in our 2010 Forest Action Plan. Achieving these performance  
goals will help address the most important issues that threaten the health and  
well-being of one of Delawareôs most widespread renewable natural resource.  

I hope you find this summary report to be informative, as it outlines our major 
accomplishments for FY17. We continue to fulfill our mission to conserve,  
protect, and enhance Delawareôs forests through education, management,  
and professional assistance. Please contact our offices or visit de.gov/forestry  
if you require any type of forestry assistance or to learn more about our agency. 

  
  
    

   Michael A. Valenti, Forestry Administrator 

2 

http://de.gov/forestry


URBAN AND COMMUNITY FORESTRY  

The Urban and Community Forestry (U&CF) Program provides 

technical assistance to cities, towns, communities, developers, and 

local governments to help develop community forest management  

plans and street tree inventories. Foresters also review proposed 

developments to conserve and protect urban forest resources. In 

addition, annual community forestry grants are offered to various 

groups for tree management and tree planting projects on public lands. 

Since 1991, more than $1.8 million has been awarded to over 200 

organizations for tree projects in Delaware. 

Urban and Community Grants 
The Delaware Forest Service offers grants to municipalities, schools,  

non-profit groups and government agencies for tree planting and  

tree management projects on public lands. The programôs goal  

is to increase tree canopy, beautify community spaces, and  

promote the many benefits of trees.  

 

One of the major challenges facing todayôs forests is poor 

management. Many of Delawareôs rural forests are managed  

for timber production, but it can take at least 40 years to grow a mature crop of  

timber. Because many landowners might harvest timber only once in their lifetime,  

they might not be aware of forest management techniques to help achieve their forestry 

objectives. The Delaware Forest Service offers assistance to help these landowners. 

Many communities also suffer from poor management because they do not have 

professional management plans for their street trees, a complete inventory of these 

trees, or the expertise to manage them. Therefore, many urban forests do not provide 

their full benefits such as energy savings and temperature moderation. 

The Forest Conservation Program  

helps landowners and communities  

improve and better manage their  

forest resources through technical  

assistance and educational programs. 

TREE MANAGEMENT GRANTS 

 Recipient County Amount 

Edenridge I & II New Castle $4,200 

Old Swedes Church New Castle $4,000 

Alapocas New Castle $3,300 

Pembrey New Castle $2,114 

Foxfire Homeowners Association New Castle $2,062 

Village of Ardencroft New Castle $1,966 

Village of Arden New Castle $1,680 

Carrcroft New Castle $1,258 

Arden Club New Castle $255 

Rehoboth Art League Sussex $1,465 

 Total $22,300 
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TREE PLANTING GRANTS 

 Recipient County Amount 

Fairthorne New Castle $2,658 

Tavistock Civic Association New Castle $2,260 

Highlands Community New Castle $1,683 

Albert Einstein Academy New Castle $1,339 

Port Penn Augustine Beach New Castle $780 

Town of Smyrna Kent $4,150 

Dover Air Force Base Kent $4,000 

City of Rehoboth Sussex $5,000 

Sterling Crossing Sussex $4,861 

The Meadows at Old Landing Sussex $4,000 

City of Lewes Sussex $2,878 

Sugar Maple Farms Sussex $2,500 

 Total $36,109  

Grants are made possible by the U.S. Forest Service and state 

funds. Recipients must provide a 50-50 cost share match that can  

be met through volunteer labor, donated materials and services,  

or a state representativeôs community transportation funds. 

In FY17, the Delaware Forest Service awarded a total of $94,383 

to fund 34 community forestry projects throughout the state as part 

of its annual grant program. The competitive grants were open to 

any municipality, community group, homeowner association, or 

certified non-profit organization in the State of Delaware. Awards 

ranged from $500 to a maximum of $5,000 in one of two project 

categories: tree planting or tree management. Projects had to be 

completed on public lands in the community. Priority was given to 

first-time applicants, Tree Friendly Communities, and municipalities 

with an urban tree canopy resolution. The grants were also highly 

competitive: applicants submitted requests for $125,000 in funding.  

A grant from the Delaware 

Forest Service helped fund  

this tree planting project at 

State Street Park in Delmar. 
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Focus Funding Grants 
The U&CF Program also funded eight targeted projects for $16,242.  

The goal is to enhance public open spaces and highlight the benefits  
of community trees. A portion of funding was provided by DNRECôs  
Watershed Stewardship Programôs Non-Point Source Section. 

Chesapeake Bay Grants 
In FY17, the Delaware Forest Service also provided $19,732 in  
grants for four tree planting projects located within the Chesapeake  

Bay Watershed, an effort to improve water quality by mitigating  
storm water run-off and reducing erosion and sedimentation. 

  

FOCUS FUNDING GRANTS 

 Recipient County Amount 

Forwood Elementary New Castle $870 

St. Thomas More Academy Kent $668 

Kent County Earth Day Kent $2,427 

Delmar State Street Park Sussex $5,000 

Town of Millville Sussex $787 

Milton Historical Society Sussex $1,565 

The Jefferson School Sussex $1,925 

Town of Georgetown Sussex $3,000 

 Total $16,242 

CHESAPEAKE BAY GRANTS 

 Recipient County Amount 

Bay Pointe MC New Castle $5,000 

Spring Arbor New Castle $5,000 

Trap Pond Partners Sussex $5,082 

Crossroad Church Sussex $4,650 

 Total $19,732 

The Delaware Forest Service 

funded planting projects at 

Crossroad Community Church 

(at right) and at The Jefferson 

School (below), both located  

in Georgetown. 
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Community Recognition Programs 

Tree City USA Program 

With help from the urban and community forestry program,  

a total of 17 towns and cities in Delaware achieved Tree City  

USA by the National Arbor Day Foundation. Tree City USA is  

a community improvement program honoring municipalities  

that promote and enhance their forests by meeting four  

standards set by the Arbor Day Foundation:  

1. establish a tree board to develop and administer a  
public tree management program, 

2. create a community tree ordinance that designates  
the tree board which has responsibility for writing and 

implementing an annual community forestry work plan, 

3. spend at least $2 per resident per year on community 

forestry activities, and 

4. celebrate Arbor Day with a ceremony that includes a 

proclamation from the mayor and council. 

Tree Friendly Community Program 

Delawareôs ñTree Friendly Community Programò recognizes 

communities and HOAôs that are committed to protecting and 

enhancing our urban forests. This past year, 17 communities 

earned this honor by achieving at least three of the following:  

¶ annual ceremony to promote community forests 

¶ tree project to enhance urban forests 

¶ community forestry management plan 

¶ community ordinance to protect trees 

¶ tree commission or tree board 

¶ tree budget of $1 per household 

Celebrating Dover as a Tree City USA for 28 years are (from left): 

South Dover Elementary School Principal Jeffrey Sheehan, Dover 

Mayor Robin Christiansen, city arborist Dave Morgan, operations 

chief Robin Eaton, and Delaware state forester Michael Valenti.  

TREE CITY USA
È  

City or Town County Years 

Ardentown New Castle 9 

Arden New Castle 10 

Delaware City New Castle 14 

Odessa New Castle 14 

Newark New Castle 16 

Wilmington New Castle 24 

Smyrna Kent 13 

Milford Kent 14 

Dover AFB Kent 25 

Dover Kent 28 

Georgetown Sussex 4 

Blades Sussex 5 

Ocean View Sussex 10 

Bethany Beach Sussex 11 

Fenwick Island Sussex 11 

Lewes Sussex 16 

Rehoboth Beach Sussex 26 
6 



TREE FRIENDLY COMMUNITY
 

Community County Level 

Alapocas New Castle  Bronze 

Carrcroft New Castle  Bronze 

Championsô Club New Castle  Bronze 

Edenridge I & II New Castle  Platinum 

Historic Penn Farms Bronze New Castle 

Tavistock New Castle  Platinum 

Wawaset New Castle  Gold 

Westover Hills A New Castle  Platinum 

Westover Hills C New Castle  Platinum 

Wilmington & Brandywine Cemetery New Castle  Bronze 

Bayside ï Tunnell Community  Sussex  Bronze 

Baywood ï Tunnell Community  Sussex  Bronze 

Creekside ï Tunnell Community  Sussex  Bronze 

Coveside ï Tunnell Community  Sussex  Bronze 

Dockside ï Tunnell Community  Sussex  Bronze 

Lakeside ï Tunnell Community  Sussex  Bronze 

Seaside ï Tunnell Community  Sussex  Bronze 

From left, Col. Randy Boswell,  

436th Mission Support Group 

commander, holds the 25th Year  

Tree City USA flag with Master  

Sgt. Donald Bourne and his  

family at Dover Air Force Base. 

Bourneôs daughter, Audriana,  

was also  honored as the Kent 

County kindergarten winner in 

the Delaware Forest Serviceôs  

annual Arbor Day poster contest.  

The Carrcroft  

neighborhood located 

in New Castle County  

is a Delaware Tree Friendly 

Community at the Bronze Level. 
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Delaware State University is the only Tree Campus USA  
in the First State. Displaying its honorary designation for  
2017 are DSU President Harry L. Williams (center), faculty 
members, state forester Dr. Michael Valenti, and students.  

Tree Campus USA 
Delaware State University is Delawareôs only Tree Campus USA, an honor  

it has held for six consecutive years. The award is for institutions that have 

implemented a tree care plan supported by funding allocations, a campus 

advisory committee, educational outreach, and an annual Arbor Day 

celebration. DSU is also one of only a few Historically Black College or 

Universities (HBCU) in the U.S. earn this designation. In addition, its main 

campus in Dover features an arboretum with hundreds of trees that  

encompass more than 130 different species. 

ArCH Field Days in Dover 

For the second consecutive year, Delawareôs U&CF Program was part of the 

Arts, Culture and Heritage (ArCH) Field Days Event on The Green in Dover.  

A total of 1,281 fourth-graders from throughout Delaware participated in an 

interactive forestry activity that featured displays spotlighting 10 tree species 

with an important role in the history and economic development of the First 

State. Students received a field guide to help them answer questions based  

on the displays. Delaware Forest Serviceôs staff were also joined  

by volunteers from its Urban and Community Forestry Council.  

 

8 

Photo by Carlos Holmes/  

Delaware State University 



Arbor Day Sponsorship 
In FY17, the U&CF Program once  

again benefited from its partnership  
with Delmarva Power, which supplied 
trees for Arbor Day events, Tree City 
USA municipalities, and schools of  
Arbor Day poster winners.  

Partners in Community Forestry Conference 

Kesha Braunskill and Dionne Duphily, members of Delawareôs  
urban forestry staff, attended the 10th ñPartners in Community  
Forestry Conferenceò in Indianapolis from November 16-17. The 
annual meeting, sponsored by the National Arbor Day Foundation,  
is an opportunity for forestry professionals, nonprofit groups, and  
policy experts to share knowledge and best practices to protect  
and enhance forest resources while promoting the benefits of trees.  

6th Annual Arborist and Tree Care Seminar 

Delawareôs U&CF Program held its 6th Annual Arborist and  
Tree Care Seminar November 2-3, 2016 at Delaware State 
University. This marked the first time that the event was held  
in the fall, and the two-day seminar was attended by 125 people. 
Speakers included Professor John Ball of South Dakota State 
University, Mindy Maslin of the Philadelphia Tree Tenders Program, 
Geoff Kemper from Asplundh, Shannon Herbst and Jeff Picher of 
Rainbow Scientific, Scott Sjolander of Penn State Extension, as 
well as Faith Keuhn and Steve Hauss of Delaware Department of 
Agricultureôs Plant Industries. Attendees learned about chainsaw 
safety, proper tree planting, how to assess hazard trees, and how to 
treat tree pests and diseases. 

 

 

Delawareôs urban foresters attended 

the Partners in Community Forestry 

Conference in Indianapolis. 
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