July 1, 2017
Michael T. Scuse, Secretary
Delaware Department of Agriculture
2320 South DuPont Highway
Dover, DE 19901

Dear Secretary Scuse:
Agricultural and forested lands dominate the landscape in Delaware and are exceedingly important to the
State’s economy, environmental quality, and traditional way of life. These two industries were critical to
the success of the United States in its earliest years as a burgeoning country. Though the forest industry
is currently struggling a bit here in Delaware, agriculture and healthy forests are still just as important to
the residents of Delaware and the millions of people who visit our state every year. The Delaware Forest
Service remains committed to protecting Delaware forests—a highly valuable natural resource that
provides everyone with countless natural benefits.
I am pleased to present to you this annual report highlighting the significant activities performed by the
Delaware Forest Service in FY17. Of particular significance this past fiscal year was our expanded
outreach to our partners in conservation. We sought out collaborative projects with DNREC’s Divisions of
Parks & Recreation and Fish & Wildlife, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, NRCS, The Nature Conservancy,
Flint Woods Preserve (Delaware Nature Society), and the Kent County Conservation District for a host of
water quality projects at Taber State Forest. We will continue to strengthen these interagency
relationships to reach common goals in forestland protection.
As Secretary of Agriculture under the John Carney administration, I am confident that you will continue
to sustain our programs as you did during your last stint as Secretary, for which we are very grateful.
The impact of your support (and that of the General Assembly) will set the stage for the Delaware Forest
Service for many years to come. Thank you for your past, current, and future efforts to work with us on
many important forestry-related issues in our quest to conserve, protect, and enhance this precious
Delaware natural resource.
Sincerely,

Michael A. Valenti
Forestry Administrator
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Forests play a vital role in keeping our natural ecosystems healthy and viable. Trees provide us with
numerous natural benefits that enhance our quality of life. Protecting this valuable resource is the
number one priority for the Delaware Forest Service. To accomplish this goal, we: 1) encourage
forest landowners to adopt sound forest management practices, 2) monitor forests statewide for both
short- and long-term health threats, and 3) seek to improve public awareness of the importance of
Delaware’s trees and forests and the services offered by the Delaware Forest Service. These various
strategies are implemented within three main program areas: conservation, protection, and education.

FOREST CONSERVATION

Urban and Community Forestry
The Delaware Forest Service administers an Urban and Community
Forestry Program that provides technical assistance to cities, towns,
communities, developers, and local governments. Staff members help
develop community forest management plans and street tree inventories.
Foresters also review proposed developments to protect and conserve
community tree resources. Additionally, annual community-based forestry
grants are awarded to organizations for tree planting and tree management
projects on publicly owned lands. In FY17, the Delaware Forest Service
awarded $94,383 to fund 34 community forestry projects in Delaware.

Landowner Assistance
Professional foresters assist landowners by helping them improve the
quality of their forested lands. This technical assistance includes forest
management activities such as reforestation, timber harvesting, timber stand
improvement, and the development of comprehensive management plans.
The Delaware Forest Service supervised the planting of 38,750 seedlings
on 69 acres of private land, developed 21 stewardship plans for 1,742 acres,
and assisted one landowner with silvicultural practices on 180 acres.

FOREST PROTECTION
Wildland Fire
Delaware Forest Service personnel help protect the First State’s natural
resources through the wildland fire program. Foresters and conservation
techs assist volunteer fire companies with wildland fire suppression and
provide wildland fire training.
During FY17, the Delaware Forest Service provided basic instruction in
wildland fire training to 36 individuals. The Delaware Forest Service
responded to 13 wildfires that burned 26 wooded acres and staff members
were on standby for local volunteer fire companies at more than 100 brush
and field fires.
The DFS also dispatched 20-person wildland fire crews to Colorado/Wyoming
in late July and to southern Idaho in late August. In November, an engine
crew assisted with fires in the Norton, Virginia area and an assortment of
single resources were also mobilized at the national level to help control and
contain large wildfires. Delaware wildland firefighters contributed more than
939 person-days to the national effort in FY17.
Through a prescribed fire program designed to assist landowners, staff
completed controlled burns on a record total of 402 acres. Delaware Forest
Service staff also provided 67 fire education programs to 6,788 students,
more than 50 percent of Delaware’s entire first-grade student body.
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Forest Health
Forest pest surveys, annual inventories of forest health monitoring plots,
identifying forest health problems for landowners, and educational programs
are some of the ways the Delaware Forest Service seeks to maintain and
improve the health of Delaware’s forests. During the past year, foresters
provided 83 forest insect and disease diagnoses for landowners and
homeowners. Our forest health specialist reached out to several hundred
students through educational programs and continued to monitor the entire
state for destructive invasive pests such as the emerald ash borer (EAB),
thousand cankers disease, Asian longhorned beetle, and Sirex wood wasp.
A single EAB adult was captured in a purple sticky trap in northern Delaware
in FY17. An intensive search of the area immediately surrounding the trap
location yielded no additional adults or larvae, nor any damaged ash trees.
Our staff will be extra vigilant for this forest pest species in the years to come.
Early detection is the key to successful eradication and high-value specimen
tree protection in and around an infested area.

Watershed Protection
Foresters from the Delaware Forest Service review all commercial forest
management operations in the state to ensure compliance with the Forestry
Practices Erosion and Sedimentation (E&S) law. In FY17, foresters issued
103 permits on 4,755 acres and conducted 131 site inspections. During
these inspections, foresters provide technical assistance to forestry
operators to safeguard water quality, which is so vitally important to
our citizens. A joint Maryland/Delaware study of the effectiveness of
forest harvest best management practices (BMPs) revealed that Delaware
operators had a 93 percent level of compliance with E&S BMPs. The noted
infractions were minor in nature and are being addressed in an effort to
reach 100 percent compliance.

FORESTRY EDUCATION
Information and Education
The Delaware Forest Service strives to infuse education into all program
areas. The goal is to inform and educate our citizens about the importance
of our forest resources and the need to properly manage these resources.
In FY17, staff provided forestry educational programs to 8,869 participants
on a variety of topics in Delaware schools, civic groups, and communities.

State Forest Management
The Delaware Forest Service manages 20,094 acres of land at Redden
(12,924), Blackbird (5,899), and Taber (1,271) State Forests. Multiple use
management objectives include wildlife habitat, recreation, forest products,
natural resource education, and water quality protection. In FY17, an
estimated 31,725 visitors logged 34,167 user-days with such popular
activities as hunting, wildlife observation, hiking, and horseback riding.
Thanks to funding from the Open Space Council, the Delaware Forest
Service added 324 acres to Blackbird State Forest through a fee simple
purchase of a parcel north of the Tybout Tract.
The Delaware Forest Service continues to work towards the 78 specific
goals outlined in our 2010 Forest Action Plan. Achieving these performance
goals will help address the most important issues that threaten the health and
well-being of one of Delaware’s most widespread renewable natural resource.
I hope you find this summary report to be informative, as it outlines our major
accomplishments for FY17. We continue to fulfill our mission to conserve,
protect, and enhance Delaware’s forests through education, management,
and professional assistance. Please contact our offices or visit de.gov/forestry
if you require any type of forestry assistance or to learn more about our agency.

Michael A. Valenti, Forestry Administrator
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The Forest Conservation Program
helps landowners and communities
improve and better manage their
forest resources through technical
assistance and educational programs.

One of the major challenges facing today’s forests is poor
management. Many of Delaware’s rural forests are managed
for timber production, but it can take at least 40 years to grow a mature crop of
timber. Because many landowners might harvest timber only once in their lifetime,
they might not be aware of forest management techniques to help achieve their forestry
objectives. The Delaware Forest Service offers assistance to help these landowners.
Many communities also suffer from poor management because they do not have
professional management plans for their street trees, a complete inventory of these
trees, or the expertise to manage them. Therefore, many urban forests do not provide
their full benefits such as energy savings and temperature moderation.

URBAN AND COMMUNITY FORESTRY
The Urban and Community Forestry (U&CF) Program provides
technical assistance to cities, towns, communities, developers, and
local governments to help develop community forest management
plans and street tree inventories. Foresters also review proposed
developments to conserve and protect urban forest resources. In
addition, annual community forestry grants are offered to various
groups for tree management and tree planting projects on public lands.
Since 1991, more than $1.8 million has been awarded to over 200
organizations for tree projects in Delaware.

Urban and Community Grants
The Delaware Forest Service offers grants to municipalities, schools,
non-profit groups and government agencies for tree planting and
tree management projects on public lands. The program’s goal
is to increase tree canopy, beautify community spaces, and
promote the many benefits of trees.

TREE MANAGEMENT GRANTS
Recipient

County

Edenridge I & II

New Castle

$4,200

Old Swedes Church

New Castle

$4,000

Alapocas

New Castle

$3,300

Pembrey

New Castle

$2,114

Foxfire Homeowners Association

New Castle

$2,062

Village of Ardencroft

New Castle

$1,966

Village of Arden

New Castle

$1,680

Carrcroft

New Castle

$1,258

Arden Club

New Castle

$255

Rehoboth Art League

Sussex
Total

Amount

$1,465
$22,300
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A grant from the Delaware
Forest Service helped fund
this tree planting project at
State Street Park in Delmar.

Grants are made possible by the U.S. Forest Service and state
funds. Recipients must provide a 50-50 cost share match that can
be met through volunteer labor, donated materials and services,
or a state representative’s community transportation funds.
In FY17, the Delaware Forest Service awarded a total of $94,383
to fund 34 community forestry projects throughout the state as part
of its annual grant program. The competitive grants were open to
any municipality, community group, homeowner association, or
certified non-profit organization in the State of Delaware. Awards
ranged from $500 to a maximum of $5,000 in one of two project
categories: tree planting or tree management. Projects had to be
completed on public lands in the community. Priority was given to
first-time applicants, Tree Friendly Communities, and municipalities
with an urban tree canopy resolution. The grants were also highly
competitive: applicants submitted requests for $125,000 in funding.

TREE PLANTING GRANTS
Recipient

County

Fairthorne

New Castle

$2,658

Tavistock Civic Association

New Castle

$2,260

Highlands Community

New Castle

$1,683

Albert Einstein Academy

New Castle

$1,339

Port Penn Augustine Beach

New Castle

$780

Town of Smyrna

Kent

$4,150

Dover Air Force Base

Kent

$4,000

City of Rehoboth

Sussex

$5,000

Sterling Crossing

Sussex

$4,861

The Meadows at Old Landing

Sussex

$4,000

City of Lewes

Sussex

$2,878

Sugar Maple Farms

Sussex

$2,500

Total
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Amount

$36,109

The Delaware Forest Service
funded planting projects at
Crossroad Community Church
(at right) and at The Jefferson
School (below), both located
in Georgetown.

Focus Funding Grants
The U&CF Program also funded eight targeted projects for $16,242.
The goal is to enhance public open spaces and highlight the benefits
of community trees. A portion of funding was provided by DNREC’s
Watershed Stewardship Program’s Non-Point Source Section.

Chesapeake Bay Grants
In FY17, the Delaware Forest Service also provided $19,732 in
grants for four tree planting projects located within the Chesapeake
Bay Watershed, an effort to improve water quality by mitigating
storm water run-off and reducing erosion and sedimentation.

FOCUS FUNDING GRANTS
Recipient

County

Amount

Forwood Elementary

New Castle

$870

St. Thomas More Academy

Kent

$668

Kent County Earth Day

Kent

$2,427

Delmar State Street Park

Sussex

$5,000

Town of Millville

Sussex

$787

Milton Historical Society

Sussex

$1,565

The Jefferson School

Sussex

$1,925

Town of Georgetown

Sussex

$3,000

Total

$16,242

CHESAPEAKE BAY GRANTS
Recipient

County

Bay Pointe MC

New Castle

$5,000

Spring Arbor

New Castle

$5,000

Trap Pond Partners

Sussex

$5,082

Crossroad Church

Sussex

$4,650

Total

Amount

$19,732
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Celebrating Dover as a Tree City USA for 28 years are (from left):
South Dover Elementary School Principal Jeffrey Sheehan, Dover
Mayor Robin Christiansen, city arborist Dave Morgan, operations
chief Robin Eaton, and Delaware state forester Michael Valenti.

Community Recognition Programs
Tree City USA Program

City or Town

County

Ardentown

New Castle

9

Arden

New Castle

10

Delaware City

New Castle

14

1. establish a tree board to develop and administer a
public tree management program,

Odessa

New Castle

14

2. create a community tree ordinance that designates
the tree board which has responsibility for writing and
implementing an annual community forestry work plan,

Newark

New Castle

16

Wilmington

New Castle

24

3. spend at least $2 per resident per year on community
forestry activities, and

Smyrna

Kent

13

Milford

Kent

14

Dover AFB

Kent

25

Dover

Kent

28

Georgetown

Sussex

4

Blades

Sussex

5

Ocean View

Sussex

10

Bethany Beach

Sussex

11

Fenwick Island

Sussex

11

 tree commission or tree board

Lewes

Sussex

16

 tree budget of $1 per household

Rehoboth Beach

Sussex

26

With help from the urban and community forestry program,
a total of 17 towns and cities in Delaware achieved Tree City
USA by the National Arbor Day Foundation. Tree City USA is
a community improvement program honoring municipalities
that promote and enhance their forests by meeting four
standards set by the Arbor Day Foundation:

4. celebrate Arbor Day with a ceremony that includes a
proclamation from the mayor and council.

Tree Friendly Community Program
Delaware’s “Tree Friendly Community Program” recognizes
communities and HOA’s that are committed to protecting and
enhancing our urban forests. This past year, 17 communities
earned this honor by achieving at least three of the following:
 annual ceremony to promote community forests
 tree project to enhance urban forests
 community forestry management plan
 community ordinance to protect trees
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TREE CITY USA®
Years

From left, Col. Randy Boswell,
436th Mission Support Group
commander, holds the 25th Year
Tree City USA flag with Master
Sgt. Donald Bourne and his
family at Dover Air Force Base.
Bourne’s daughter, Audriana,
was also honored as the Kent
County kindergarten winner in
the Delaware Forest Service’s
annual Arbor Day poster contest.

TREE FRIENDLY COMMUNITY

The Carrcroft
neighborhood located
in New Castle County
is a Delaware Tree Friendly
Community at the Bronze Level.

Community

Level

County

Alapocas

Bronze

New Castle

Carrcroft

Bronze

New Castle

Champions’ Club

Bronze

New Castle

Edenridge I & II

Platinum

New Castle

Historic Penn Farms

Bronze

New Castle

Tavistock

Platinum

New Castle

Wawaset

Gold

New Castle

Westover Hills A

Platinum

New Castle

Westover Hills C

Platinum

New Castle

Wilmington & Brandywine Cemetery

Bronze

New Castle

Bayside – Tunnell Community

Bronze

Sussex

Baywood – Tunnell Community

Bronze

Sussex

Creekside – Tunnell Community

Bronze

Sussex

Coveside – Tunnell Community

Bronze

Sussex

Dockside – Tunnell Community

Bronze

Sussex

Lakeside – Tunnell Community

Bronze

Sussex

Seaside – Tunnell Community

Bronze

Sussex
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Delaware State University is the only Tree Campus USA
in the First State. Displaying its honorary designation for
2017 are DSU President Harry L. Williams (center), faculty
members, state forester Dr. Michael Valenti, and students.

Photo by Carlos Holmes/
Delaware State University

Tree Campus USA
Delaware State University is Delaware’s only Tree Campus USA, an honor
it has held for six consecutive years. The award is for institutions that have
implemented a tree care plan supported by funding allocations, a campus
advisory committee, educational outreach, and an annual Arbor Day
celebration. DSU is also one of only a few Historically Black College or
Universities (HBCU) in the U.S. earn this designation. In addition, its main
campus in Dover features an arboretum with hundreds of trees that
encompass more than 130 different species.

ArCH Field Days in Dover
For the second consecutive year, Delaware’s U&CF Program was part of the
Arts, Culture and Heritage (ArCH) Field Days Event on The Green in Dover.
A total of 1,281 fourth-graders from throughout Delaware participated in an
interactive forestry activity that featured displays spotlighting 10 tree species
with an important role in the history and economic development of the First
State. Students received a field guide to help them answer questions based
on the displays. Delaware Forest Service’s staff were also joined
by volunteers from its Urban and Community Forestry Council.
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Delaware’s urban foresters attended
the Partners in Community Forestry
Conference in Indianapolis.

Arbor Day Sponsorship
In FY17, the U&CF Program once
again benefited from its partnership
with Delmarva Power, which supplied
trees for Arbor Day events, Tree City
USA municipalities, and schools of
Arbor Day poster winners.

Partners in Community Forestry Conference
Kesha Braunskill and Dionne Duphily, members of Delaware’s
urban forestry staff, attended the 10th “Partners in Community
Forestry Conference” in Indianapolis from November 16-17. The
annual meeting, sponsored by the National Arbor Day Foundation,
is an opportunity for forestry professionals, nonprofit groups, and
policy experts to share knowledge and best practices to protect
and enhance forest resources while promoting the benefits of trees.

6th Annual Arborist and Tree Care Seminar
Delaware’s U&CF Program held its 6th Annual Arborist and
Tree Care Seminar November 2-3, 2016 at Delaware State
University. This marked the first time that the event was held
in the fall, and the two-day seminar was attended by 125 people.
Speakers included Professor John Ball of South Dakota State
University, Mindy Maslin of the Philadelphia Tree Tenders Program,
Geoff Kemper from Asplundh, Shannon Herbst and Jeff Picher of
Rainbow Scientific, Scott Sjolander of Penn State Extension, as
well as Faith Keuhn and Steve Hauss of Delaware Department of
Agriculture’s Plant Industries. Attendees learned about chainsaw
safety, proper tree planting, how to assess hazard trees, and how to
treat tree pests and diseases.
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The NAASF Cooperative Forest Management (CFM) Committee held its annual meeting in Delaware.

LANDOWNER ASSISTANCE
Private Land Management
The Delaware Forest Service assists private landowners in all
aspects of forest management, from tree planting and timber stand
improvement activities to long-term management plans. In FY17,
the Delaware Forest Service supervised the planting of 38,750
seedlings on 68.5 acres of private land; three sites (57 acres)
were pine reforestation and three sites (11.5 acres) were hardwood
afforestation. Seedlings are acquired through the Maryland Forest
Service nursery in Preston. Private contractors plant the seedlings
under the direction of DFS staff.

Forest Stewardship Program
The Delaware Forest Stewardship Program introduces landowners to
innovative land management techniques. Any resident who owns five
to 1,000 acres of forested land, or land that can be converted to
forestland, is eligible for assistance. Delaware’s Forest Stewardship
Program began in June 1992 in cooperation with the U.S. Forest
Service State & Private Forestry Program. The Forest Stewardship
Committee, consisting of landowners, foresters, and natural resource
managers, helps guide and promote the program. The Delaware
Forest Service assists landowners on stewardship planning, offers
advice on tree species, tree planting, and timber stand improvement.
This year, state service foresters prepared 21 stewardship plans for
properties in New Castle, Kent, and Sussex Counties that included
management goals and prescriptions for 1,742 acres of land and
supervised a pre-commercial thinning on a 180-acre property.

Forest Stewardship Highlight
In April 2017, Delaware hosted the annual meeting of the
Northeastern Area Association of State Foresters (NAASF)
Cooperative Forest Management (CFM) Committee, comprised
of program managers for the 20 northeastern states and federal
partners whose goal is to facilitate the effective and efficient
delivery of the Forest Stewardship Program. The committee
reviewed previous work, developed a plan for the coming year,
and addressed ongoing issues, challenges, and opportunities.
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The committee toured a specialty
products sawmill and restoration
efforts by Delaware Wild Lands, Inc.

Leslie Merriken was named the
2017 Tree Farmer of the Year at the
annual meeting of the Delaware
Forestry Association in Bridgeville.

The committee took a field tour in southern Delaware to get a first-hand
look at the state’s forest industry. Sites included: Delaware Wild Lands, a
non-profit land conservation organization that showcased its restoration
of the valuable “Cypress Swamp” ecosystem; a U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service project on public and private lands to restore natural hydrology
in area waterways; and a new specialty products sawmill. Feedback was
positive and it was a privilege to host these natural resource professionals.

Tree Farmer of the Year
Leslie Merriken was named the 2017 “Tree Farmer of the Year” for her
work in forestry conservation and education at the Delaware Forestry
Association’s annual meeting in Bridgeville. The honor recognizes
landowners who practice exceptional management and sustainable
forestry. On hand with congratulations from the General Assembly were
Reps. William R. “Bobby” Outten (R-30) and David L. Wilson (R-35).
Merriken has been a long-time advocate for forest planning and multiple
resource management. She owns over 1,000 acres in Delaware, including
the 600-acre Fairplay Farm in Greenwood and the 440-acre California
Farm in Harrington. Her approach to forest management was featured in
the September 2016 issue of USDA’s “Profiles in Conservation.” In the
past year, she completed a successful 245-acre thinning that accounted
for several bald eagle nests. She partnered with the Delaware Forest
Service on a 300-acre timber stand improvement project and received
cost shares to improve oak species on a 23-acre tract to enhance wildlife.

CREP Program
In FY17, the Delaware Forest Service continued its partnership with
the USDA Natural Resources and Conservation Service’s Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) to further its forested buffer
goals and to monitor existing CREP sites for ongoing compliance.

State-Funded Cost Share Program

Photo by Dot Abbott
University of Delaware
Cooperative Extension

In FY06, the General Assembly established a state-funded forestry
cost share program totaling $75,000, which the Delaware Forest Service
generates from cropland leases and timber sale revenues. The program
supports the forest industry on the Delmarva Peninsula and benefits
Delaware's communities and private landowners. The funding is divided
between cost-share assistance to landowners (reimbursing them 50
percent of actual costs) for forest management and grants to communities
for tree planting and tree management projects on public lands. This
assistance is important to landowners because many federal cost-share
programs have been discontinued or reduced. In FY17, $897 was spent
to assist one landowner with silvicultural practices on 20 acres.
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Another major challenge facing Delaware’s
forests is their long-term health. Each year,
hundreds of acres of Delaware forests are
affected by wildfire, exotic species, or pests
such as the gypsy moth, dogwood anthracnose, or the
southern pine beetle. Also, improperly conducted timber
harvests and other forest management activities can
adversely impact the forest as well as other important
resources such as water quality.

The Forest Protection Program
strives to protect and improve
Delaware’s forests through wildfire
prevention, forest health monitoring,
and watershed protection.

WILDLAND FIRE PROGRAM
The Delaware Forest Service maintains a cooperative agreement with
the U.S. Forest Service to assist local volunteer fire companies with
wildfire suppression and prevention on Delaware’s one million acres of
undeveloped land, which includes 380,000 forested acres.
Delaware’s volunteer fire companies can request the assistance of
Delaware Forest Service personnel, when needed, for wildland fire
suppression. The DFS provides trained personnel, bulldozers equipped
with fire plows to establish firebreaks, and wildland fire suppression tools
such as fire rakes, hose, and collapsible backpack water tanks. In FY17,
the Delaware Forest Service responded to 13 wildfires that burned nearly
26 wooded acres. In addition, the Delaware Forest Service was on
standby for local volunteer fire companies on over 100 brush/field fires.

Volunteer Fire Assistance Program
Delaware’s 60 volunteer fire companies are vital to the Delaware
Forest Service because they provide much of the manpower and
resources to fight wildfires in the state. In FY17, the Delaware Forest
Service assisted 49 of Delaware’s 60 volunteer fire companies (82%)
with wildfire suppression, loaning of equipment, or training. The Delaware
Forest Service maintains two fire equipment supply caches, one at
Blackbird State Forest and one at Redden State Forest. In addition to
these supply caches the Delaware Forest Service has two type 6 engines,
three fire plows, and four UTVs with slip-in tanks that are available to help
with wildfires. In FY17, seven volunteer fire companies received $23,020
through the VFA grant program, which helps underwrite the acquisition
cost of pumps, hoses, and equipment to respond to and suppress wildfires.

Hazard Mitigation Program
Each year, the Wildland Fire Program offers cost-share assistance grants
and technical assistance to communities to reduce the danger of wildland
fires. These funds are used to control phragmites in high priority areas
through mechanical and chemical treatments. The Delaware Forest Service
has had great success in controlling phragmites in the First State through
a systematic spraying and mowing cycle over a three- to four-year period.
In FY17, four grants totaling $20,475 were funded with State Fire
Assistance NFP funding and were in their second year of spraying.
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VOLUNTEER FIRE ASSISTANCE GRANTS
Fire Company

Award

Match

Millville Volunteer Fire Co. #84

$4,500

$4,652

Felton Community Fire Co. #48

$1,635

$3,090

Greenwood Volunteer Fire Co. #78

$4,500

$7,050

Hartly Volunteer Fire Co. #51

$1,565

$1,565

Dagsboro Volunteer Fire Co. #73

$2,247

$2,247

Houston Volunteer Fire Co. #52

$4,073

$4,073

Milton Volunteer Fire Co. #85

$4,500

$6,780

$23,020

$29,457

Total

HAZARD MITIGATION GRANTS
Municipality / Community

Award

Match

Pickering Beach Owners Association

$4,500

$4,500

Pot Nets

$5,625

$7,000

Town of Bowers Beach

$4,500

$4,679

Town of Slaughter Beach

$5,850

$9,501

$20,475

$25,680

Total

Prescribed Fire Program
The Delaware Forest Service continued with a successful prescribed
burning program in FY17, completing controlled burns on a total of
402 acres. These burns took place on federal, state, and private lands
throughout Delaware with two new partnerships with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife and The Nature Conservancy. Low intensity, prescribed fires
provide benefits to the environment in many ways. For example, existing
fuel loads are eliminated thus negating the possibility of a subsequent
high intensity wildfire, the soil is enriched with nutrients that will help
existing trees and the next generation of herbaceous plants, and habitat
for a variety of animal species is greatly enhanced. The Delaware Forest
Service plans to continue its prescribed burning program in the First State
to mitigate fuels and to help native vegetation thrive by partnering with
other state agencies.

New Fire Partnerships
The DFS Wildland Fire Program developed two new partnerships this
year with U.S. Fish and Wildlife and The Nature Conservancy. These were
developed to help these agencies with wildland fire training, prescribed fire,
and wildfire response. The Delaware Forest Service provided personnel
and equipment to help these agencies with their short and long term goals
as well as responding to all wildfires that occurred on their lands for FY17.

Wildland Fire Program Highlight
Through annual wildfire training sessions to simulate a western wildfire
assignment, the Delaware Forest Service continued to recruit volunteers
for the wildland firefighting program. While the number of active red-carded
individuals decreased slightly due to federal hiring practices, the DFS
continued to mobilize Type 2 Initial Attack fire crews, engines, and single
resources whenever the need arose. These resources are vital to
fire-prone states and allow wildland firefighters from Delaware to
showcase their abilities and work ethic.
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DES # 1 Wildfire Crew
Name
Samual Topper

Position
CRWB

Name

Position

William Seybold

FFT2

Todd Shaffer

CRWB(t)

Nathaniel Sommers

FFT2

Monica Testa

CREP(t)

Alexander Jenks

FFT2

Todd Gsell

ICT5

Daniel Mihok

FFT2

Michael Krumrine

ICT5

Laura Yowell

FFT2

Scott Veasey

ICT5

Christopher Valenti

FFT2

ICT5(t)

Spencer Valenti

FFT2

Jeffery Wilson

FAL2

Zachary Brown

FFT2

Adam Keever

FAL2

Christopher Riale

FFT2

Daryl Trotman

FAL2

Charles Collins

FFT2

Bartholomew Wilson

DES # 2 Wildfire Crew
Name

Name

Position

Erich Burkentine

CRWB

Daniel Mihok

FFT2

Michael Valenti

CREP

Mark Kammer

FFT2

Christopher Sturm

ICT5

Edward Boyer

FFT2

Guy Cooper

ICT5

Allen Gardner-Bowler

FFT2

Matt Dotterer

ICT5

David Scamardella

FFT2

Cody Crouse

FFT2

Bartholomew Wilson
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Position

ICT5(t)

Jeffery Wilson

FAL2

Dustin Williams

FFT2

James Charney

FAL2

Jeremy Clark

FFT2

Jacob Novisky

FAL2

Derrick Etter

FFT2

Nathaniel Sommers

FFT2

David Maschak

FFT2

Bold = Delaware Forest Service

Crews, Engines, and Single Resources
The Delaware Forest Service dispatched two crews, an engine,
and multiple single resources in FY17:
 From July 26 to August 12, 2016, a Delaware Forest Service
crew of 20 wildland firefighters (DES1) served in Colorado
and Wyoming on the Milk, Tokewanna, and Whit fires.
 From August 25 to September 11, 2016, the DDA Forest
Service crew of 20 wildland firefighters (DES2) served in
Idaho on the Henry’s Creek and Grape Fires.
 DDA Forest Service employee James D. Dowd served in
Montana from August 3 to August 19, 2016 as an equipment
manager on the Roaring Lion Fire. He also served in North
Carolina from November 17 to December 4, 2016 as an
equipment manager on the Boteler Fire.
 DDA Forest Service employee Ashley Peebles served as
an intelligence specialist trainee at the Southern Area
Coordination Center (SACC) in Atlanta, Georgia from
October 8 to 16, 2016.
 DDA Forest Service employee John Petersen worked as an
intelligence specialist at EACC in Milwaukee, Wisconsin from
August 24 to September 9, 2016, and as an intelligence
specialist at the Southern Area Coordination Center (SACC)
in Atlanta, Georgia from March 31 to April 13, 2017.
 DDA Forest Service employee Kesha Braunskill served as an
expanded dispatch recorder at the Central Appalachian Center
(CAC) in West Virginia from August 3 to August 19 2016.
 Delaware Forest Service employees Erich Burkentine, Todd
Gsell, Guy Copper, and Kyle Hoyd served on Delaware’s Type
6 Engine (E-2) on the Raven Rock Fire and Initial Attack
Operations from November 6 to November 27, 2016.
 AD hire Michael Nelson served from August 1 to 19, 2016 as a
ground support unit leader at the Roaring Lion Fire in Montana
and also served from August 22 to September 15, 2016 on the
Copper King Fire in Montana as a ground support unit leader.
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FOREST HEALTH PROGRAM
The Delaware Forest Service (DFS) works with landowners, state and
federal agencies, and educational institutions to conduct forest pest
surveys and provide technical assistance. Foresters emphasize a range
of prevention strategies to minimize the destructive effects of serious
forest pests. The DFS also uses aerial and ground surveys along with
permanent forested plots to monitor the health of our forests annually.

Technical Assistance
In FY17, the DFS conducted 83 insect and disease diagnosis visits to
landowners and homeowners. Our forest health specialist also gave
four insect, disease, and educational programs to 101 students.

Southern Pine Beetle (SPB)
In the spring of 2017 Delaware continued to participate in the Southwide
Southern Pine Beetle Pheromone study with four traps at permanent
locations in Sussex County loblolly pine stands. The four southwide
traps did not collect any SPBs in the five weeks of the study.

Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALB)
Asian longhorned beetle, Anoplophora glabripennis, is a newcomer to
North America that has killed street trees in New York, New Jersey,
Massachusetts, Ohio, and Chicago, Illinois. This potentially harmful
insect is native to Japan, Korea, and southern China. Unlike other
longhorned beetles, which usually attack stressed, diseased, and dying
trees, A. glabripennis attacks and kills healthy trees. Consequently,
there is concern that this exotic insect will become a major pest in North
America. Asian longhorned beetles attack maple (Acer) trees including
Norway, red, sugar, and silver maple, and boxelder. Horse-chestnut
(Aesculus) willow (Salix), and about ten other genera of trees are also
attacked. Adult beetles are shiny black with white blotches on their
hardened outer wings. Their antennae are very long with alternating
black and white banding on each segment.
The most obvious sign of a beetle infestation is the presence of
characteristic circular exit holes on the trunk, branches, and exposed
roots. The Delaware Forest Service continued to monitor for this pest
in 2017 with ten large panel traps placed throughout the state (an
additional trap was placed at Holloway Terrace County Park this
summer), focusing on industrial areas in the northern half of the state.
To date, no ALB has been found.

Gypsy Moth
A two-acre gypsy moth infestation at Glasgow Park (New Castle County)
discovered in June 2016 was re-visited several times in the spring and
summer of 2017. Though a large population of larvae hatched and
developed into later instars, very few pupae, adult moths, or egg laying
activity was observed there in later summer. Dead larvae on the bark of
the trees in late June showed evidence of both the larvae-destroying
fungus Entomophaga maimaiga and NPV virus.

16

Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)
This Asian flatheaded borer continues to spread, having reached the
Eastern Shore of Maryland by spring of 2015. An adult beetle was found
on a purple panel trap south of Hockessin in late summer of 2016
resulting in Delaware being included in the federal EAB quarantine area
shortly after positive identification of the beetle. DDA staff continued to
survey for this pest in 2017, especially looking for infested trees in the
Hockessin area. Though an adult beetle was detected in 2016, no EAB
infested trees have been found in Delaware as of July, 2017.
The most recent find on the Eastern Shore of Maryland was at Fair Hill
Park, in Cecil County, confirmed as EAB by July of 2017. The Delaware
Forest Service recommends that owners of high value landscape ash trees
consider commencing an insecticide treatment plan with a certified arborist
in advance of this oncoming threat.

Sirex Wood Wasp
An exotic wood wasp, Sirex noctilio, was first found in Oswego County,
New York in 2004. It has since been found in northern Pennsylvania,
Connecticut, and Michigan as well. This wood wasp attacks pine trees
and represents a serious potential threat to Delaware’s loblolly pine
resource. Adults can disperse 20 miles or more. A survey program was
begun in Delaware in 2006 using Lindgren funnel traps baited with chemical
lures. In late summer 2017, detection traps will be set up and monitored at
nine sites throughout the state. Early detection would allow a more effective
and timely response should this European pest be found here.

Hannah Small inspects an ash tree
with USDA researcher Jian J. Duan,
who is exploring bio-control
strategies for emerald ash borer.

Beech Bark Disease (BBD)
American beech (Fagus grandifolia) is a common tree in Delaware and
is easily recognized by its smooth gray bark. A stately forest tree, beech
also provides food for deer, squirrels, and, in much of its range, black
bears. Unfortunately, a non-native disease complex called beech bark
disease has killed millions of beech trees in the northeast. Currently
found from Canada down the Appalachians as far as West Virginia,
BBD begins with infestation by a scale insect, followed by infection of a
destructive fungus. Most of the beech trees in infested stands die within
a few years. Four sites in northern and central Delaware were surveyed
for BBD in 2016 as part of a coordinated effort with New Jersey,
Maryland, and West Virginia. At each site, at least 20 beech trees were
inspected. Fortunately, beech bark disease was not found in Delaware
in 2016. The 2017 survey was planned for late July.

Signs of beech bark disease

Bacterial Leaf Scorch (BLS)
Bacterial leaf scorch is caused by a bacteria (Xylella fastidiosa) that can
only grow in the xylem of several species of plants (including, notably, most
oaks in the red oak group) or in the gut of certain insect vectors such as leaf
and treehoppers. During the late summer, infected trees show a distinctive
marginal leaf scorch. Reduced water flow in the xylem of affected trees
causes them to suffer stress and eventual crown dieback, making the tree
more susceptible to other insects and diseases.
There is no known cure or effective treatment (other than reducing water
stress with irrigation and mulching) to this disease and infected trees in
landscape settings usually die within about 10 years. DFS tree sampling in
the mid 2000’s showed the disease as occurring throughout the state.
Permanent plots set up at each of the three state forests (Blackbird, Taber,
and Redden) showed that the disease is also prevalent in natural oak
forests (with a red oak component) in all three counties. Each year, the
marked trees at the plots are re-visited and effects of BLS on the leaves,
canopy dieback, and survival rate are noted. It is theorized that BLS may
be one contributing factor to the red oak decline noted by many forest health
experts, at least from the Mid-Atlantic on southward where BLS occurs.

Bacterial leaf scorch (BLS)
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WATERSHED PROTECTION
Forestry Practice Erosion and Sedimentation (E&S) Law
DFS foresters review E&S permits for all silvicultural operations over one
acre and provide educational materials and programs to landowners and
loggers. By using Best Management Practices, such as forested buffers
along waterways, water quality is protected by minimizing erosion and
sedimentation. The program stresses the importance of properly conducted
activities on forestlands that contain or are near open water through presale
inspections and educating loggers on the need to protect water quality.
In FY17, the Delaware Forest Service issued 103 permits on 4,755 acres
and conducted 131 site inspections. The biggest percentage of these
silvicultural activities was in Sussex County (55 of 103 projects),
followed by Kent County (44), and New Castle County (4).
One of the Forest Service’s performance measures is to increase the
percentage of timber harvests on nonindustrial private forestlands (NIPF)
lands that follow a forest management plan. While all timber harvests
that occur must have an approved E&S permit, Delaware does not
require a forest management plan for them. In FY17, only 15 percent
(548 of 3,624 acres) of NIPF harvests remaining forested had plans.

Seed Tree Law
The DFS also administers the Delaware Seed Tree Law that applies
to all forested tracts of 10 acres or more with a combination of at
least 25 percent loblolly pine, shortleaf pine, pond pine, or yellow-poplar.
All landowners with woodlands that meet these guidelines must provide
for some type of reforestation of these lands unless there are at least
400 healthy, well-distributed seedlings present on each acre following
the harvest. In FY17, 22 harvests totaling 2,069 acres were approved
under the Seed Tree Law. The Delaware Forest Service will continue to
monitor these properties to ensure proper reforestation.

Forest Legacy Program
During FY17, the DFS continued to monitor and manage past Forest
Legacy projects and evaluate additional high priority areas by meeting
with new and old partners to determine areas of need. The Delaware
Forest Service met with Forest Legacy program directors for our five
year review and quality insurance inspection. These meetings covered
protocols, financial audits, and on-site visits to Forest Legacy areas.

Open Space Program
Although the State Open Space Program funding was zeroed out in
FY17, the Delaware Forest Service was able to acquire one property:
Blackbird Farm, LLC, a 324-acre parcel located next to the Tybout
Tract on Blackbird State Forest for $1,931,000. This purchase has
been one of the Forest Service’s top priorities for over 15 years and
will offer additional areas for public recreation while also allowing for
professional forest management to conserve these resources.
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324 acres of forest and croplands
were added to Blackbird State Forest
thanks to the Open Space Program.

The Forestry Education Program
aims to better educate and inform
all of our citizens about the
importance of forests.
The lack of public knowledge about the importance of our forests,
and the professional services available to assist landowners and
communities with forest management, is our third major challenge.
Many landowners and community leaders are unaware of the
various Delaware Forest Service programs that can help them
manage their forest resources. Many are also not aware of the
educational and recreational opportunities at our State Forests.

DELAWARE STATE FORESTS
The Delaware Forest Service (DFS) is committed to providing and
expanding on the many educational, recreational, and demonstration
opportunities on more than 20,000 acres at Blackbird, Redden, and
Taber State Forests. These valuable public resources are managed
for a variety of objectives, including wildlife habitat, recreation, timber
production, natural resource education, and water quality.

Blackbird State Forest
Blackbird State Forest, located northwest of Smyrna, covers almost
5,900 acres. The ten tracts of Blackbird State Forest are open to the
public for nature walks, hiking, jogging, and horseback riding all year.
It features a 1/2-mile, wheelchair-accessible wildlife and nature
interpretation trail on the Tybout Tract and the Blackbird Education
Center on the Meadows Tract. Long-range management plans for
Blackbird State Forest include timber production, wildlife habitat,
recreation, soil and water protection, wetland and endangered
species protection, and public education.

Blackbird Forest Education Center
In FY17, the staff continued providing educational programs at the
Blackbird State Forest Education Center on the Meadows Tract.
Complementing the facility at Redden State Forest, the center has
two meeting spaces and interactive displays.

Blackbird State Forest Highlights
Blackbird is a popular place for special events that offers year-round
camping, recreation, and hunting at no cost. In FY17, highlights at
Blackbird State Forest included:
 Cross-country meets for Middletown and Smyrna High Schools.
 Timber sale on the Tybout Tract that produced a total of 200,248
board feet of hardwood and generated $105,000 for forest
management and operations.
 35-acre prescribed burn on the Straughn parcel located on the
Naudain Tract.

Firefighters from
Townsend and Clayton
helped burn down a vacant
structure at Blackbird State Forest .

 With the generous assistance of firefighters from the Clayton
and Townsend Fire Departments, state forestry staff cleared
a vacant housing structure on the Straughn property
and used the operation as a training opportunity.

Taber State Forest
Taber State Forest is located west of Harrington on Burrsville Road
and remains in its natural, primitive state. The 1,271-acre forest is
open to the public for hiking, observing wildlife, and seasonal hunting.
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The Delaware Forest Service partnered with U.S. Fish
and Wildlife, NRCS, the Kent Conservation District,
and DNREC to construct six water control structures
at Taber State Forest to enhance wildlife habitat and
create seasonal wetlands for migrating waterfowl.

Taber State Forest Highlights
In partnership with U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Kent Conservation District,
NRCS, and DNREC, six water control structures were completed at Taber
State Forest. Work was also completed on two separate wetlands totaling
5 acres. These wetlands can be drained in the spring and summer and
flooded during winter months for migrating waterfowl. In the upcoming
year we are planning to complete several tree plantings and other wildlife
projects in the wetlands.
The Forest Service also has put in several wildlife food plots. Visitor
accessibility has also increased with the addition of a new parking lot and
a new kiosk for information about the State Forest, projects completed
in-house by Forest Service staff.

Redden State Forest
Redden State Forest, located north of Georgetown, totals approximately
12,924 acres. These forestlands are managed on a multiple-use basis,
including timber production, wildlife habitat improvement, soils and water
quality enhancement and protection, and recreational use.
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The Delaware Forest Service successfully completed several prescribed burns at Redden.

Redden State Forest and the historic Redden Lodge continue to
be popular sites for special events, meetings, and conferences.
Groups holding annual meetings, events, and training were:
USAF Delaware Air National Guard, Delaware Army National
Guard, 4-H Horse Advisory Council, DHSS Georgetown Center/
Woodside Center/1st State Senior Center annual Halloween party,
Delaware Equine Council, Delmarva Driving Club Annual Rides,
4-H/University of Delaware annual pumpkin contest/youth retreat/
counselor training, Boy Scouts of America camping/badge
projects/field exercises, various church group retreats, various
state agency meetings, Gee You Will Project annual retreat and
meeting, Del-Tech Upward Bound math and science event,
Del-Tech Summer Camp Fishing 101, FFA retreat and training,
Antique Auto Club annual show and picnic, DSP, Department of
Corrections, Local Delmarva PD’s & Delmarva Search and Rescue
K-9 training, DNREC F&W “Take a Kid Fishing Day,” American
Discovery Trail hikers/campers, various equine group benefit rides,
various bird watching groups and tours, various forestry walking
tours, Delaware Easy Striders, and the 1900 Club H.A.M. radio
operator emergency communication exercise.

Redden State Forest Highlights
 Completed a U.S. Forest Legacy Program review at Redden.
 Completed an 892-acre pulpwood sale in November, 2016
involving stands on the Ellendale, Jester, Chesapeake, and
J.G. Townsend Tracts.
 Worked with U.S. Fish and Wildlife officials to plant a total of
12 acres on the Headquarters, Jester, Long, and J.G.
Townsend Tracts to help promote pollinator habitat primarily
to aid in restoration of Monarch butterfly populations.

Major Project at Redden
 Successfully completed prescribed burns on 17.5 acres of the
Headquarters Tract and 29 acres on the J.G. Townsend Tract.
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INFORMATION AND EDUCATION
The Information and Education Office coordinates all of the Delaware
Forest Service’s information and education activities. Staffed by a full-time
Community Relations Officer and Trainer-Educator, it informs the public of the
agency’s services and provides quality environmental education programs.

Education Centers
The Delaware Forest Service operates and manages education centers at
Redden State Forest and Blackbird State Forest. Both house a variety of
interactive displays on Delaware’s forests and their proper management,
with comfortable work areas for students and teachers to participate in
educational activities. Each center has a classroom for indoor meetings
and outdoor educational trails for a more dynamic learning experience.
In FY17, three groups comprising 56 students visited the Blackbird Forest
Education Center and three groups totaling 108 students used the Redden
Forest Education Center. Students learned how forests are utilized by
both people and animals. Other groups used the centers for meetings.

Arbor Day Overview
The Delaware Forest Service sponsors annual Arbor Day activities
including a poster contest and free seedling program and presents
Arbor Day and tree education programs in schools statewide in April.

Annual Free Seedling Program
Students in kindergarten to grade five received over 3,600 seedlings
through the annual Free Seedling Program. Classes must participate
in the Arbor Day Poster Contest to be eligible for free seedlings and
tree programs. Delaware Forest Service staff delivered the seedlings
to public and private schools statewide. Local senior volunteers
provided an invaluable service by separating, wrapping, and bagging
each seedling, which are then delivered to classes to ensure survival.
In addition, staff performed 10 Arbor Day ceremonies at elementary
schools across the state, reaching 750 children, and participated
in three community Arbor Day celebrations statewide.
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Governor John Carney, Senator Ernesto Lopez, and school officials joined the Delaware Forest
Service for a tree planting at Rehoboth Elementary for poster winner Maryia Dorakhava’s class.

Senior volunteers from the Modern
Maturity Center in Dover helped
wrap seedlings for schoolchildren.

Arbor Day Poster Contest
The Delaware Forest Service invites students in grades K-5
throughout the state to participate in the Arbor Day Poster
Contest. 2017’s poster theme was “Trees are Terrific…from
Acorn to Oak!” Participating elementary schools organized
preliminary contests and forwarded first, second, and third
place entries to the Delaware Forest Service for final judging.
Poster contest winners were selected for each county in the
following categories: kindergarten, first and second grade,
third and fourth grade, and fifth grade. Each winner received
an ornamental tree to plant at their school and a $50 gift card.
Alaina Stecher, a fifth-grader at Christ the Teacher in Newark
was the statewide winner of the Arbor Day Poster Contest and
received an additional $50 gift card.
More than 125 classes from 45 private, public, and home
schools, and youth groups participated in the FY17 contest,
and winners were honored at the state's Arbor Day Ceremony
at the Dover Air Force Base Youth Recreation Center in April.

From left, urban program director Kesha Braunskill,
Senator Carper, and UCF Council Chair Marcia Fox.

Arbor Day Poster Contest winner Alaina Stecher with (from left) Col. Randy Boswell, Dover
Mayor Robin Christiansen, DDA Secretary Michael Scuse, and U.S. Senator Thomas Carper.
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Retired volunteers from the Modern Maturity Center helped prepare Smokey Bear bags for students.

Fire Prevention
Every October (Fire Prevention Month), Delaware Forest Service
staff offer fire prevention programs featuring Smokey Bear to first
grade classrooms and other community groups. In FY17, staff
provided a total of 67 fire education programs to 6,788 students.
Other efforts included participation in volunteer fire company open
houses and community events. This year, Delaware Forest Service
personnel presented fire prevention materials to children and their
families at several community events, holiday parades, and volunteer
fire company open houses.

Other Educational Programs
Throughout the year, the DFS offers special educational programs
for students and training programs and presentations for community
organizations.

Adult Programs
Forest Service staff perform workshops on such topics as grant
writing, urban tree care, and GIS/GPS for attendees including state
agencies, nature center managers, and community leaders. In FY17,
the DFS trainer-educator conducted two “Big Trees of Delaware”
lectures and one tree identification workshop for approximately 65
people.

Student Programs
Delaware Forest Service staff visited 14 classrooms as part of our
speaker’s bureau. Over 1,100 students learned about wildland
firefighting, insects and forest ecology, wood products, watershed
protection, and urban forestry through in-class presentations, Super
Science Day activities, and science fairs.

Project Learning Tree
Project Learning Tree (PLT) is an award-winning curriculum designed
to help educators weave the environment into everyday lesson plans.
Through hands-on, interdisciplinary activities,
PLT helps young people learn how to think,
not what to think, about environmental issues.
In FY17, more than 30 elementary teachers,
early education providers, and pre-service
teachers attended PLT workshops.
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Volunteer Corps
The volunteer corps is an organization open to the
general public by which volunteers assist staff with
educational activities. For the seventeenth consecutive
year, the Kent County Retired Seniors Volunteer Program
(RSVP) at the Modern Maturity Center in Dover wrapped
seedlings for the Arbor Day Free Seedling Program. A total
of 22 volunteers wrapped over 3,600 seedlings for public
and private school students statewide.

Other Highlights
 The Delaware Forest Service administers the forestry component
of the Delaware Envirothon, a statewide competition for both public
and private high school students. DFS staffers train team coaches
and student participants and also develop forestry test materials.
A total of 24 teams competed in the 2017 Envirothon.
 Forest Service staff also participated in the Delaware Science
Olympiad for middle and high school students, which promotes
student interest in science and improves the quality of K-12
science education throughout the U.S.
 The Delaware Forest Service hosted the FFA Forestry CDE
(Career Development Event) on June 20, 2017. Four teams
competed on species and disease identification, map reading,
compass and pacing course, and measuring board foot volume.
Middletown FFA will represent Delaware at the National Forestry
CDE at the 90th National FFA Convention & Expo in
Louisville, Kentucky in October, 2017.

Middletown FFA: Jeff Billings, Tyler Vreeland, Margaret Babiraz, Hannah Harmon, Bryan Alboding

25

Redden State Forest staff celebrated the retirement of conservation tech Bobby Lauer after 36 years.

TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT
Computer Applications





Digital Mobile Sketcher Mapping
DMSM Desktop Tools
FSF Coursework
FSF Grants Training

Fire

 Fuel Geysers
 RT-130 Wildland Fire Refresher
 Work Capacity Test

Forest Management
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6th Annual Arborist & Tree Care Seminar
Ag Week (Pesticide Credits)
Cover Crop Workshop
DDA Pesticide core test
DDA Pesticide Forestry Test
DISC Annual Meeting
Forests, Urban Trees, and Climate Change
FY14 NA Landscape Scale Restoration
Improving Soil Health on Urban Farms
ISA-certified Arborist exam
Keys to Making a Difference/Diagnosis is Key
Keys to Trees Surviving Drought/Keys to Measuring
Trees
Keys to Wind Damage
One stick at a time, In pursuit of climate adaptations for
a more sustainable future
Partners in Community Forestry, Arbor Day Foundation
Partnership for Delaware Estuary CCMP overview
Pesticide Confence
SMARTar Training
Soil Compaction & Urban Trees

Forest Management (continued)
 Tree Risk Assessment
 Urban FIA: My City's Trees

Human Resource Development

 AA/EEO
 ADA Accommodation
 Anti-discrimination, Workplace Harassment and
Retaliation
 Basic Principles of Leadership: Building Trust Under
Pressure
 Being a Wise Health Care Consumer
 Contracting and Procurement: The Supervisor's Role
 Controlling Rumors
 Correcting Performance Problems
 Dealing with Conflict
 Dealing with Difficult People
 Delaware Learning Center, Manager Training
 Delaware Learning Center, Social Media Policy
 Developing Others
 DISC Personal Profile/Behavioral Styles
 Focus on Ability: Diversity Crossword
 Handling Complaints
 Hidden Bias, Unconscious Bias
 HIPAA Privacy, Security and HITECH
 Leadership Skills for Women
 Managing Team Conflict
 Open Enrollment, What's New, Securing the Human
 Public Speaking
 Recognizing Positive Results
 Social Media Policy
 The Supervisor's Role

Miscellaneous

 Cyber-Security: Securing the Human
 EMT continuing education
 Sussex County Assessment Office, CFPA

General Funds
Salaries and associated costs (16.5 positions)

1,160,170

Contractual Services

18,100

Supplies & Materials

20,200

Energy

18,700

Travel
General Funds Subtotal

0
$1,217,170

Appropriated Special Funds
Salaries and associated costs (2.5 positions)

147,804

Capital Outlay

61,242

Contractual Services

73,324

Supplies & Materials

79,167

Energy

2,044

Travel

4,365

Revenue Refund
Appropriated Special Funds Subtotal

0
$367,946

Federally Funded Cooperative Programs*
(includes funds for 4 positions)
Forest Health Protection:
Forest Health Management

50,000

Forest Health Monitoring

23,000

Walnut Twig Beetle

5,500

Cooperative Fire Protection:
State Fire Assistance
Volunteer Fire Assistance

108,676
23,680

Cooperative Forestry:
Urban and Community Forestry

200,000

Forest Stewardship

89,100

Forest Legacy Administration

20,000

Chesapeake Bay Watershed

30,000

Federally Funded Programs Subtotal
Total Fiscal 2017 Budget

$549,956
$2,135,072

* These federally funded cooperative programs are provided through the
U.S. Forest Service Northeastern Area State and Private Forestry budget.
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TOLL FREE NUMBER

800-282-8685

Headquarters (Dover)

302-698-4500

Forestland Preservation

302-698-4548

Urban and Community

302-698-4578

Blackbird State Forest

302-653-6505

Redden State Forest

302-856-2893

Forest Health Specialist

302-698-4553

Educational Programs

302-698-4551

Wildfire Program

302-698-4548

Landowner Assistance

302-856-2893

Community Relations

302-698-4552

Twitter – DelawareForests
Facebook – DelForestService
You Tube – Delaware Forests

The Delaware Forest Service is an Equal Opportunity
Employer and Provider. The State of Delaware is an
Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) employer. The
Delaware Department of Agriculture conducts all
programs without discrimination based on gender,
race, color, religion, national origin, age, disability,
veterans or marital status, or sexual orientation.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of program information
should contact the Delaware Relay Service at
1-800-232-5460 for assistance.

