Delaware Forest Service

Sy

——

DELAWARE
FOREST SERVICE

Our branches
are here for you.




STATE of DELAWARE

Ep KEE DEPARTMENT oF AGRICULTURE

SECRETARY 2320 SouTH DuPonT HigHway TELEPHONE (302) 698-4500

E. AUSTIN SHORT Dover, DELAwARE 19901 ToLL FREE (800) 282-8685

DEPUTY SECRETARY dda.delaware.gov FAX (302) 697-6287
July 1, 2015

W. Edwin Kee, Jr., Secretary
Delaware Department of Agriculture
2320 South DuPont Highway
Dover, DE 19901

Dear Secretary Kee:

The natural benefits that Delaware forests provide are essential to the quality of life of our
citizens and visitors. Trees clean the air and water, help moderate local climate, provide habitat
for wildlife, and play a critical role in supporting the regional forest products industry. The
Delaware Forest Service is committed to protecting this valuable natural resource and providing
timely and professional forestry services whenever needed. We sincerely appreciate the many
years of support and the confidence you have given us to implement our core forestry programs.

The attached Annual Report for FY15 outlines some of our significant and noteworthy program
accomplishments completed throughout the past fiscal year. Our roadmap is the 2010 Delaware
Statewide Forest Strategy that contains 19 specific strategies and 78 corresponding performance
goals/measures of success. We have met or exceeded more than 80% of these performance
measures and plan to update the Delaware Forest Action Plan in FY 16. The Delaware Forest
Service remains focused on our mission: to conserve, protect, and enhance Delaware’s forests
through education, management, and professional assistance.

Our success in all aspects of forestry would not be possible without your continued support and
the generous support we receive from the Markell Administration, the General Assembly, and
the U.S. Forest Service. Healthy, productive forests benefit all Delawareans. We are dedicated to
protecting this precious natural resource. Thank you for helping us achieve success in all our
forestry programs.

Sincerely,

Yy A s

Michael A. Valenti
Forestry Administrator
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our society by enhancing the quality of life for all Delawareans.

Trees provide us with many natural benefits. The Delaware

Forest Service seeks to protect this valuable resource by

encouraging sound forest management practices, monitoring for

short- and long-term health threats, and improving public awareness

of the importance of trees and forests and the services offered by the

Delaware Forest Service. These diverse strategies are encompassed within ite
three main areas:conservation, protection, and education.

FOREST CONSERVATION PROGRAM

Urban and Community Forestry. The Delaware Forest Service administers an Urban

and Community Forestry program that provides technical assistance to cities, towns,
communities, developers, and local governments. Staff members help develop community
forest management plans and street tree inventories. Foresters review proposed development
plans to protect and conserve community tree resources. The program also offers annual
community forestry grants to organizations for tree planting and tree management

projects on publicly owned lands. In FY15, the Delaware Forest Service awarded

$63,982 for 22 community forestry projects in Delaware.

Landowner Assistance. Professional foresters assist landowners by

helping them improve the quality of their forested lands. Such technical
assistance includes forest management activities such as reforestation,

timber harvesting, timber stand improvement, and the development of a
comprehensive forest management plan. In FY15, the Delaware Forest Service
supervised the planting of 234,150 seedlings on 391 acres of private land in
Delaware, developed 11 forest stewardship plans for 1,198 acres, and assistefive
landowners with various silvicultural practices on 255 acres.

FOREST PROTECTION PROGRAM

Forest Health. Delaware Forest Service seeks to maintain and improve the
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forest health monitoring plots, identifying forest health problems for
landowners, and educational programs. This past year, foresters

provided 85 forest insect and disease diagnoses for landowners and
homeowners. Our forest health specialist reached several hundred
students through educational programs and continued to

monitor the entire state for destructive invasive pests such

as the emerald ash borer, thousand cankers disease, Asian

longhorned beetle, and Sirex wood wasp. Fortunately, none of

these pests have been found in Delaware yet.

Wildland Fire. DFS personnel help protect natural resources through its

wildland fire program, which assists volunteer fire companies with wildland

fire suppression and training. During FY15, in partnership with the Delaware State
Fire School, the DFS trained 44 individuals; helped volunteer ¢ontinued)
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