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Urban and Community Forestry. The Delaware Forest Service administers an Urban  

and Community Forestry program that provides technical assistance to cities, towns, 

communities, developers, and local governments. Staff members help develop community 

forest management plans and street tree inventories. Foresters review proposed development 

plans to protect and conserve community tree resources. The program also offers annual 

community forestry grants to organizations for tree planting and tree management 

projects on publicly owned lands. In FY15, the Delaware Forest Service awarded 

$63,982 for 22 community forestry projects in Delaware.  

 

Landowner Assistance. Professional foresters assist landowners by  

helping them improve the quality of their forested lands. Such technical 

assistance includes forest management activities such as reforestation, 

timber harvesting, timber stand improvement, and the development of a 

comprehensive forest management plan. In FY15, the Delaware Forest Service 

supervised the planting of 234,150 seedlings on 391 acres of private land in 

Delaware, developed 11 forest stewardship plans for 1,198 acres, and assisted five 

landowners with various silvicultural practices on 255 acres. 

  

 
Forest Health. Delaware Forest Service seeks to maintain and improve the 

Ċ±"ŴȺĊ ƶí {±Ŵ"ʞ"ȉ±̃ȡ íƶȉ±ȡȺȡ ȺĊȉƶɔôĊ íƶȉ±ȡȺ Ǻ±ȡȺ ȡɔȉʘ±ʲȡˮ "ƖƖɔ"Ŵ ĜƖʘ±ƖȺƶȉĜ±ȡ ƶí 

forest health monitoring plots, identifying forest health problems for 

landowners, and educational programs. This past year, foresters 

provided 85 forest insect and disease diagnoses for landowners and 

homeowners. Our forest health specialist reached several hundred 

students through educational programs and continued to 

monitor the entire state for destructive invasive pests such 

as the emerald ash borer, thousand cankers disease, Asian 

longhorned beetle, and Sirex wood wasp. Fortunately, none of 

these pests have been found in Delaware yet. 

  

Wildland Fire. DFS personnel help protect natural resources through its 

wildland fire program, which assists volunteer fire companies with wildland 

fire suppression and training. During FY15, in partnership with the Delaware State 

Fire School, the DFS trained 44 individuals; helped volunteer (continued)       

{±Ŵ"ʞ"ȉ±̃ȡ íƶȉ±ȡȺȡˮ bƶȺĊ ȉɔȉ"Ŵ "Ɩ| ɔȉb"Ɩˮ ǺŴ"ʲ " ʘĜȺ"Ŵ ȉƶŴ± ĜƖ  

our society by enhancing the quality of life for all  Delawareans.  

Trees provide us with many natural benefits. The Delaware 

Forest Service seeks to protect this valuable resource by 

encouraging sound forest management practices, monitoring for 

short- and long-term health threats, and improving public awareness 

of the importance of trees and forests and the services offered by the 

Delaware Forest Service. These diverse strategies are encompassed within 

three main areas: conservation, protection, and education.  
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