
 

 



W hen timber is properly managed and marketed, 
it can be a valuable asset that provides a solid rate of 
return. Although it can take at least 40 years to grow a 
mature crop of timber, it only takes a few days or 
weeks to harvest. Because landowners may harvest 
timber only once in their lifetime, they may not be 
familiar with the process of selling timber, or the steps 
recommended to fully maximize their income.  
 
If you are considering a timber sale, we urge you to 
contact a forester before selling your timber. Studies 
show that landowners who work with a professional 
forester often receive more money for their timber  
(up to 50% more) and their forests are in better shape 
than those who do not.
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S 
ustainable forestry strives to balance the yield of goods 
and services from a forest to a level that will preserve the 
soil, protect watershed features, and ensure future seed 
sources.  2 

Seek assistance from  
a professional forester 
to help you meet your 
forest management 

objectives. 
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Healthy productive forests and clean water go hand in hand.  
 
Forests protect streams and ground water by filtering out sediment and associated pollutants, 
holding valuable topsoil in place, and shading and cooling our streams and rivers. The DFS  
has created procedures for all silvicultural activities, including Best Management Practices  
(BMPs) to protect water quality, in Delaware greater than or equal to one acre: 

 
¶ Operator and landowner will provide written notice to the DFS at least 5 working days   
before starting the operation. 
¶ Operators and landowners must notify the DFS by completing and signing form BMP-1 
provided by DFS. A map showing the location of the planned activity and any water     
features must also be submitted. 
¶ Notification forms are sent to the local DFS office. 
¶ The local forester from the DFS will approve, approve with modifications, or deny                  
all applications within five working days of their receipt. This process may require                 
the forester to visit the site and determine the BMPs needed to protect water quality. 
¶ The notification form becomes the E&S permit once it is approved and signed by the         
local forester. The landowner and contractor agree to protect water and soil from          
erosion and sedimentation through BMPs. 

 
    

 
 
Productive pine and yellow-poplar woodlands are vital to the economy and ecology of      
Delaware. The Seed Tree Law was passed to ensure these woodlands are properly        
reforested after harvests. Woodlands must meet all of these criteria to qualify for the law: 

 
¶ Ten (10) acres or more, 
¶ Contain 25% or more of any one or a combination of the following: 
 - loblolly pine, shortleaf pine, pond pine, yellow-poplar, and 
¶ The property will remain in forestry after the harvest. If the property will be developed or 
converted to agriculture, the owner must notify the DFS to exempt the property from the law. 

 
How to Comply with the Seed Tree Law 
Landowners who wish to harvest a property that meets these specifications must ensure that the 
area is reforested. The DFS can help a landowner determine if a property qualifies for the Seed 
Tree Law and help ensure the land is properly reforested. In order to satisfy the law, a woodlot 
must contain at least 400 healthy well-distributed seedlings following the harvest. This may be 
accomplished through one of these options: 

 
Natural reforestation 
Leave at least 6 to 8 seed trees (14 inches or greater in diameter) evenly distributed  
per acre. Chemical or manual treatment may be needed following seedling establishment  
to allow for proper stocking (spacing).  

Artificial reforestation 
Reforest the property with seedlings. Site preparation such as burning or chopping may  
be needed to reduce slash (tree tops and limbs) and prepare the site for planting.  
An herbicide after planting to eliminate hardwood competition is often needed for pines. 
 
 
  

 The E&S Law applies to activities greater than or equal to one acre. The Seed  
 Tree Law applies only to harvesting 10 acres or more of pine or yellow-poplar. 
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