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The professional staff of the Delaware Forest Service
offer free forest management assistance including:
timber sale guidance, tree inventories, tax information,
sample timber sale contracts, and stewardship plans.

They can assist you in marketing your timber while also
helping you to manage your forest sustainably.
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Types of Foresters

. Service foresters
. Consulting foresters
« Industry foresters

Service foresters at the Delaware
Forest Service (DFS) can provide
on-site technical assistance to
woodland owners. Though limited in
the amount of time they can spend
and the types of assistance they offer
(for example, DFS foresters can not
negotiate contract terms and
compliance on a private timber sale,
but they do monitor the use of Best
Management Practices), the service
forester could be the first, and
possibly the only, professional
forester you need.

There are also consulting foresters
who practice in Delaware. Either self-
employed or working for a private
consulting company, they can offer
management recommendations and
assistance for a fee. A consulting
forester is often able to provide a
greater range of services than a public
agency forester.

Industry foresters work for wood
processors, timber buyers, and other
commercial operations. They can be
very knowledgeable and helpful.

But no matter what type of forester you
eventually work with, you should seek
the assistance of a professional.

ustainabl e f an
and services e v el
oi |, protec an
sources



DELAWARE
FOREST SERVICE

<

&
% &
% S
2, D)
% S
% S
> <

OF

Forest Management Assistance
The Delaware Forest Service (DFS)
can assist landowners with forest
stewardship plans, timber stand
improvements, sample timber sale
contracts, reforestation or forest
inventories. DFS can also refer
consultant foresters for appraisals.

Tree Seedlings

The DFS offers a variety of low-cost
seedlings each spring. Landowners
can order seedlings in fall and early
winter for delivery between mid-March
and mid-April.

Financial Assistance

There are limited federal and state cost
-shares available to support tree
planting, timber stand improvement,
wildlife habitat enhancement, and
invasive species control.

Wood Utilization

The DFS promotes wood marketing,
the utilization of traditional forest
products and the development of
alternative markets. There are lists of
primary (sawmills, loggers) and
secondary wood processors (furniture-
makers, etc.) available to interested
parties.

Forestry Education

The DFS manages state forests
covering over 20,000 acres: Blackbird
State Forest near Smyrna, Taber State
Forest near Harrington, and Redden
State Forest near Georgetown. These
lands are managed for multiple
objectives: timber, wildlife habitat
enhancement, recreational activities

and demonstration forest management.

Commercial Forest Plantation Act
There is a 30-year property tax
exemption available for forestlands
managed for timber production that
follow a DFS-approved plan.

LANDOWNER ASSISTANCE
o

Information

The DFS offers publications to help
citizens learn about forestry and our
programs.

Forestland Preservation Program
This program protects forestland through
perpetual conservation easements:
permanent deed restrictions whereby the
landowner retains ownership but certain
activities, such as development, are
prohibited. Owners can sell the property,
but all future owners are bound by the
same restrictions. Designed to protect
working forests, the program still allows
hunting and other management activities,
such as timber harvesting, to continue.

Erosion and Sedimentation Program
Delaware’s Forestry Practices Erosion
and Sedimentation (E&S) Law requires
all operators and landowners to submit
a permit before beginning forest
management activities, including timber
harvests. We offer educational
programs (via the Maryland-Delaware
Master Logging Program) to loggers
and landowners. We also perform on-
site inspections to ensure compliance
with Best Management Practices
(BMPs) and the E&S law.

Delaware Seed Tree Law

All harvested sites of ten acres or
more, that contain at least 25% pine
and/or yellow-poplar, must be
reforested unless the property will be
developed or cleared for agriculture.

Wildland Fire

The DFS tries to minimize wildland fire
through various prevention and
suppression activities. Staff and
equipment are able to help volunteer
fire companies control wildfires. For a
fee, there is also prescribed fire
assistance available (for forest
management purposes).



TIMBER HARVESTING IN DELAWARE
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