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Urban and Community Forestry. The Delaware Forest Service administers an Urban  

and Community Forestry program that provides technical assistance to cities, towns, 

communities, developers, and local governments. Staff members help develop community 

forest management plans and street tree inventories. Foresters review proposed development 

plans to protect and conserve community tree resources. The program also offers annual 

community forestry grants to organizations for tree planting and tree management 

projects on publicly owned lands. In FY15, the Delaware Forest Service awarded 

$63,982 for 22 community forestry projects in Delaware.  

 

Landowner Assistance. Professional foresters assist landowners by  

helping them improve the quality of their forested lands. Such technical 

assistance includes forest management activities such as reforestation, 

timber harvesting, timber stand improvement, and the development of a 

comprehensive forest management plan. In FY15, the Delaware Forest Service 

supervised the planting of 234,150 seedlings on 391 acres of private land in 

Delaware, developed 11 forest stewardship plans for 1,198 acres, and assisted five 

landowners with various silvicultural practices on 255 acres. 

  

 
Forest Health. Delaware Forest Service seeks to maintain and improve the 

health of Delaware’s forests through forest pest surveys, annual inventories of 

forest health monitoring plots, identifying forest health problems for 

landowners, and educational programs. This past year, foresters 

provided 85 forest insect and disease diagnoses for landowners and 

homeowners. Our forest health specialist reached several hundred 

students through educational programs and continued to 

monitor the entire state for destructive invasive pests such 

as the emerald ash borer, thousand cankers disease, Asian 

longhorned beetle, and Sirex wood wasp. Fortunately, none of 

these pests have been found in Delaware yet. 

  

Wildland Fire. DFS personnel help protect natural resources through its 

wildland fire program, which assists volunteer fire companies with wildland 

fire suppression and training. During FY15, in partnership with the Delaware State 

Fire School, the DFS trained 44 individuals; helped volunteer (continued)       

Delaware’s forests, both rural and urban, play a vital role in  

our society by enhancing the quality of life for all  Delawareans.  

Trees provide us with many natural benefits. The Delaware 

Forest Service seeks to protect this valuable resource by 

encouraging sound forest management practices, monitoring for 

short- and long-term health threats, and improving public awareness 

of the importance of trees and forests and the services offered by the 

Delaware Forest Service. These diverse strategies are encompassed within 

three main areas: conservation, protection, and education. 
MICHAEL A. VALENTI 

STATE FORESTER 

MICHAEL A. VALENTI 

STATE FORESTER 

FOREST CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

FOREST PROTECTION PROGRAM 

3 



fire companies control 11 wildfires on 59 acres; and dispatched 

resources (e.g., 20-person crews, single resources) to fight large 

wildland fires throughout the nation. Delaware firefighters 

contributed more than 750 person-days to the national effort 

in FY15. Through a prescribed fire program designed to help 

landowners manage their lands, staff completed 10 controlled 

burns on 70 acres. Staff members also provided 104 fire prevention 

education (Smokey Bear) programs to 9,410 students, which is almost 

75% of the first-graders in the entire state. 

 

Watershed Protection. Foresters from the Delaware Forest Service review all  

forest management operations and activities to ensure compliance with the Forestry 

Practices Erosion and Sedimentation (E&S) law. In FY15, the Delaware Forest Service 

issued 97 permits on a total of 5,178 acres and conducted 133 site inspections. During 

these inspections, foresters provide technical assistance to forestry operators to 

safeguard water quality, which is so vitally important to our citizens. 

 

 
 

State Forest Management. The DFS manages nearly 20,000 acres  

of land at Redden (12,822), Blackbird (5,568), and Taber (1,271) State 

Forests for multiple objectives including wildlife habitat enhancement, 

recreation, forest products, natural resource education, and water quality 

protection. In FY15, an estimated 27,650 visitors logged 25,992 user-days with 

such popular activities as hunting, wildlife observation, hiking, and horseback riding. 

In the final phase (VII) of the Forest Legacy Green Horizons project, four  

former Glatfelter Pulp Wood parcels totaling 371 acres were purchased by The 

Conservation Fund and transferred to the State of Delaware (Delaware Forest Service)  

in October 2014. These parcels border existing tracts at Redden State Forest and are 

now open to the public. Another 24 acres were added to Blackbird State Forest 

(Naudain Tract) through an Open Space acquisition in July 2014. 

 

Information and Education. Our programs would be incomplete without 

an active educational component. The goal is to inform and educate 

all Delawareans about the importance of our forests and the need 

to properly manage them. In FY15, staff provided educational 

programs on a variety of topics to over 12,000 people in 

Delaware’s schools, clubs, civic organizations, and communities. 

 

The Delaware Forest Service continues to work to meet and exceed 

the 78 specific goals outlined in our 2010 Statewide Forest Strategy, 

which address the most important issues that threaten the health and  

well-being of one of Delaware’s most important renewable natural resources. 

I hope you find this report an informative summary of our major accomplishments  

for FY15. We continue to fulfill our mission to conserve, protect, and enhance Delaware’s  

forests through education, management, and professional assistance. Please contact our  

offices or visit dda.delaware.gov/forestry if you require any type of forestry or shade tree  

assistance or to learn more about the Delaware Forest Service. 
      
 

      
     Michael A. Valenti, Forestry Administrator 

FORESTRY EDUCATION PROGRAM 
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One of the major challenges facing today’s forests is poor management. While 

many of Delaware’s rural forests are managed for timber production, it can 

take at least 40 years to grow a mature crop of timber. Because many 

landowners might only harvest timber once during their lifetime, they 

may not be regularly exposed to the forest management techniques 

that could help them achieve their forestry objectives. The Delaware 

Forest Service offers assistance to help these landowners. 

 

Many local communities also suffer the negative consequences of poor urban  

forest management. Many do not have professional management plans for their  

tree resources (street trees and trees on public lands), a complete inventory of these 

trees, or the expertise to manage them. Therefore, many urban forests do not 

produce their full range of benefits such as energy savings and temperature 

moderation. 

The Urban and Community Forestry (U&CF) Program  

provides technical assistance to cities, towns, communities, 

developers, and local governments to help develop 

community forest management plans and street tree 

inventories. Foresters also review proposed developments to 

conserve and protect urban forest resources. In addition, annual 

community forestry grants are offered to various organizations for  

tree management and tree planting projects on public lands.  

 

Urban and Community Grants 

The Delaware Forest Service offers grants to municipalities, educators,  

non-profit organizations and government agencies for tree planting 

and tree management projects on public lands. Since 1991, the 

Delaware Forest Service has awarded $1.8 million to more than 

200 organizations to improve their urban forests. In FY15, the 

Delaware Forest Service provided $63,982 to fund 

22 urban and community forestry projects in the First 

State, 12 in New Castle County, three in Kent 

County, and seven in Sussex County.  

 

Grants are made possible by the U.S.  

Forest Service’s U&CF program and 

state funds. Recipients must provide a 

50-50 cost share match that can be met 

through volunteer labor, donated materials 

and services, or other additional funds such as  

a local state representative’s community 

transportation funds. 

The Forest  

Conservation Program 

helps landowners and 

communities improve  

and better manage their  

forest resources through 

technical assistance and 

educational programs. 

URBAN AND COMMUNITY FORESTRY PROGRAM 
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TREE MANAGEMENT GRANTS 

LOCATION/PROJECT COUNTY AMOUNT 

Village of Ardentown New Castle $4,569 

City of Newark/Redd Park New Castle $4,848 

Town of Odessa New Castle $5,000 

Carrcroft Community New Castle $2,000 

Edenridge Community New Castle $5,000 

Tavistock Community New Castle $2,950 

Town of South Bethany Sussex $5,000 

Town of Georgetown Sussex $463 

 TOTAL $29,830 

TREE PLANTING GRANTS 

LOCATION/PROJECT COUNTY AMOUNT 

Village of Arden New Castle $2,215 

Delaware City/Street Trees New Castle $3,844 

Beech Hill Community New Castle $3,170 

Westover Hills Community New Castle $1,289 

 TOTAL $10,518 

Since 1991, the Delaware Forest Service has  

awarded over $1.8 million to more than 200  

organizations to improve community forests. 

In FY15, the Delaware Forest 

Service provided $63,982 for 

22 urban and community 

forestry projects. 

Tree management grants fund community projects  

such as tree inventories and hazardous tree removal.  

Tree planting grants promote proper planting and  

tree care and help to reestablish urban forests.   
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FOCUS FUNDING GRANTS 

LOCATION/PROJECT COUNTY AMOUNT 

Christina Conservancy New Castle $400 

Providence Creek Academy Kent $1,019 

Kent Co. Parks & Recreation Kent $4,000 

Hunn Conservation Area Kent $2,415 

 TOTAL $7,834 

CHESAPEAKE BAY GRANTS 

LOCATION/PROJECT COUNTY AMOUNT 

Bay Pointe Community New Castle $5,000 

State Street Park Sussex $1,680 

Five Points Park Sussex $3,120 

Trap Pond State Park Sussex $4,000 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church Sussex $1,000 

Seaford District Library Sussex $1,000 

 TOTAL $15,800 

The Delaware Forest Service provided $15,800 in FY15  

for projects to improve Chesapeake Bay water quality.  

The Urban and Community Forestry Program worked 

with students and staff at Providence Creek Academy 

Charter School in Clayton to plant trees that will serve 

as an outdoor classroom and beautify the campus. 
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Arbor Day Program Partnership 

In FY15, the Urban and Community  

Forestry Program benefited from a  

successful partnership with Delmarva Power, 

which supplied trees for Arbor Day ceremonies 

for Tree City USA municipalities in the First State. 

Delmarva Power also purchased trees for schools 

of Arbor Day poster contest winners and donated 

more than $5,000 for an Arbor Day planting at 

Appoquinimink High School in Middletown.  

A total of 31 trees were planted at the school campus, 

which is located in the Chesapeake Bay watershed. 

Urban forestry staff helped organize the planting  

and also provided technical assistance. 

Below, (from left) urban and community forestry  

staff Dionne Duphily and Kesha Braunskill  

worked with Mike Krzyzanowski and officials  

from Delmarva Power on a successful tree  

planting project at Appoquinimink High  

School in Middletown. 
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TREE FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES 

NEW CASTLE SUSSEX 

Brennan Estates Bayside 

Edenridge I Baywood 

Edenridge II Creekside 

Tavistock Coveside 

Wawaset Park Dockside 

Westover Hills Section A Lakeside 

Westover Hills Section C Seaside 

Wilmington & Brandywine Cemetery  

Tree Display at the Delaware State Fair 

The Urban and Community Forestry Program  

provided trees for the Delaware Department of 

Agriculture’s display at the Delaware State Fair in  

FY15 to illustrate the benefits of trees on water quality, 

particularly in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.  Plans  

called for continuing the display in FY16 to highlight 

alternative tree species to plant in place of ash as a  

way to also create awareness of the potential emerald  

ash borer (EAB) infestation in the First State. 

National Partners in Community Forestry Conference 

Delaware’s Urban and Community Forestry Program attended 

the Partners in Urban and Community Forestry conference 

held in Charlotte, NC, which provided an excellent opportunity 

to network and learn and share what others in urban and 

community forestry are doing regionally and nationally.  

 

Tree Friendly Community Program 

Delaware’s “Tree Friendly Community Program” seeks to 

recognize communities and homeowner groups that are 

committed to protecting and enhancing our state’s urban  

forest resources. Fifteen communities achieved this honor  

in FY15 by achieving at least three of the following: 

 an annual ceremony to promote community forests 

 a tree project that enhances existing urban forests 

 a community forestry management plan 

 a community tree ordinance that protects trees 

 a tree commission or tree board  

 a tree budget of $1 per household 

Urban and community forestry staffers 

Kesha Braunskill and Dionne Duphily  

attended the National Partners in  

Community Forestry Conference. 
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Tree City USA Program 

With help from the U&CF Program, 18 Delaware  

towns and cities were certified as a Tree City USA  

by the National Arbor Day Foundation in FY15.  

Tree City USA is a community improvement  

program to honor municipalities that promote  

and enhance their forest resources. To be  

certified, a town or city must meet four  

standards set by the Arbor Day Foundation:  

1. establish a tree board to develop  

and administer a public tree  

management program, 

2. create a community tree ordinance  

that designates the tree board and  

gives them responsibility for writing  

and implementing an annual  

community forestry work plan, 

3. spend at least $2 per resident per year  

on its community forestry activities, and  

4. celebrate Arbor Day with a ceremony 

that includes a proclamation from  

the mayor and council. 

 

 

TREE CITY USA MUNCIPALITIES 

NEW CASTLE KENT SUSSEX 

Arden Dover Bethany Beach 

Ardentown Dover AFB Blades 

Delaware City Milford Fenwick Island 

New Castle Smyrna Georgetown 

Newark  Lewes 

Odessa  Ocean View 

Wilmington  Rehoboth Beach 

 
Wilmington Arbor Day  

At left, DFS educator Ashley 

Peebles joined Mayor Dennis 

Williams and city arborist Herb 

White to honor Wilmington as 

a Tree City USA for 22 years. 

Dover Air Force Base 

Below, Lt. Col. Michael Phillips  

and state forester Michael A.  

Valenti celebrate DAFB as a  

Tree City USA for 23 years. 

Dover: Tree City USA for 26 Years  

South Dover Elementary celebrated Dover as  

Delaware’s longest Tree City USA with (from left) state  

forester Michael Valenti, grounds supervisor Chris Kohout,  

U.S. Senator Tom Carper, and Mayor Robin R. Christiansen. 10 



Tree Campus USA 

For the fourth year, Delaware State University was a 

Tree Campus USA — the only Delaware institution of 

higher learning to achieve this recognition.  

5th Annual Arborist and Tree Care Seminar 

The 5th Annual Delaware Arborist and Tree Care Seminar 

was held at the Hagley Museum and Soda House in 

Wilmington on March 3 and 4, 2015, and was attended 

by 150 tree care professionals and arborists, who could 

earn continuing education credits for International 

Society of Arboriculture (ISA) certification. Some of the 

many distinguished speakers included: Jason Lubar from 

Morris Arboretum, Amy Brown from the University of 

Maryland, Jason Henning from the U.S. Forest Service’s 

Urban Field Station, and Thomas Whitelock of Advanced 

Arborist Solutions. 

DSU: Tree Campus USA for 4th Year 

Planting a tree to honor its Tree Campus  

USA award are (from left) herbarium curator 

Cynthia Hong-Wa, retired DSU professor  

Dr. Susan Yost, state forester Michael Valenti, 

President Harry L. Williams,  and Dr. Richard 

Barczewski, chair of  DSU’s Department of 

Agriculture and Natural Resources . 

Above, Thomas Whitelock illustrated aerial rigging and climbing techniques to attendees, while at  

lower left, Mark Ware of Kerns Brothers oversaw an outdoor session on using cranes for large tree 

removal. At right, members of the Delaware Forest Service staff helped the seminar run smoothly. 
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Private Land Management 

The Delaware Forest Service assists  

private landowners in all aspects of forest 

management. This assistance ranges from 

supervising tree planting and timber stand 

improvement activities to preparing long-term 

management plans. In FY15, Delaware Forest 

Service staff supervised the planting of 234,150 

seedlings on 391 acres of private land in Delaware,  

all of which was for loblolly pine reforestation. 

Seedlings for these projects are acquired through the 

Maryland Forest Service nursery located in Preston, 

Maryland. Under the supervision of Delaware Forest Service 

staff, private contractors plant the seedlings. Delaware Forest 

Service foresters also wrote 11 stewardship plans for 1,198 

acres. The DFS also supervised herbicide (Arsenal) spraying for 

five landowners on 255 acres. 

 

Forest Stewardship 

The Delaware Forest Stewardship Program introduces landowners to 

innovative land management techniques. Any resident who owns five 

to 1,000 acres of forested land, or land that can be converted to 

forestland, is eligible for assistance. Delaware’s Forest Stewardship 

Program began in June 1992 in cooperation with the U.S. Forest Service 

State & Private Forestry Program. The Forest Stewardship Committee, 

consisting of landowners, foresters, and natural resource managers, helps the 

Delaware Forest Service develop and promote the program. The Delaware 

Forest Service helps landowners develop a stewardship plan, offers advice on 

plant species, and oversees tree planting and timber stand improvement.  

 

This fiscal year, state service foresters prepared 11 stewardship plans for properties 

in New Castle, Kent, and Sussex Counties. These plans provided management 

goals and prescriptions for 1,198 acres of land. Property owners established plans 

for soil and water quality protection, forest resource management, and wildlife 

habitat enhancement. 

 

In FY15, Delaware Forest Service  

staff supervised the planting  

of 234,150 seedlings on  

391 acres of private  

land in Delaware.  

At right, Kent County service forester 

Chris Miller is shown supervising a 

planting crew on a reforestation project. 

LANDOWNER ASSISTANCE 
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Delaware currently chairs the Northeast Area 

Association of State Foresters Cooperative Forest 

Management Committee (NAASF CFMC), which 

coordinates the efforts of the Forest Stewardship 

Programs of the 20 states in the northeastern area. The 

committee identifies issues, challenges, and opportunities 

to advance forest stewardship at the state level and works 

closely with the National Association of State Foresters 

(NASF) to address them through policy and funding priorities.  

Current issues are program funding, increasing the relevance 

and participation in responsible stewardship of private forests, 

and working with partners on critical issues such as responsible 

harvesting and protecting threatened and endangered species. 

 

Delaware has also served on a NASF sub-committee tasked  

with updating and revising the national Forest Stewardship  

Program’s standards and guidelines, which were last updated in 2009. 

With diligence and hard work, the committee is close to a final draft of  

the document that will be used by all 50 states to guide the 

program’s implementation. This effort is critical to 

helping private landowners acquire the technical 

assistance and funding they need to manage their 

forestland more responsibly and sustainably. 

 

Delaware has also actively contributed to the 

advancement of forest stewardship knowledge.  In the 

fall of 2014, the Delaware Forest Service’s Sam Topper 

published an article in the U.S. Forest Service Journal, 

Tree Planters’ Notes, that outlined how forestry evolved 

in Delaware, what it looks like today, and current issues  

and opportunities.  The article is available to read at:  

http://www.rngr.net/publications/tpn/57-2  

 

Delaware is also partnering with the State of Maryland 

Forest Service to conduct a study on the efficacy of timber 

harvest Best Management Practices (BMPs). BMPs are 

practices for loggers and landowners to follow when 

harvesting timber that can help ensure the harvest is done in  

a sustainable manner and minimize negative impacts to the 

environment. The study will examine how well BMPs are being 

followed and what effect they are having on soil and water 

quality with a goal of improving existing programs. 

 

Delaware’s forests were featured 
in the national USFS magazine  

Tree Planters’ Notes. 

FOREST STEWARDSHIP HIGHLIGHT 

In FY15, Delaware continued  

its support of the national  

and northeast area Forest  

Stewardship Program by  

serving in leadership roles  

and advancing program goals. 
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Tree Farmer of the Year Award 

Bernice and Douglas Moore were honored as Tree Farmers of  

the Year by the Delaware Forestry Association on March 12, 2015  

at their annual meeting in Felton. The Moores were recognized for 

their continuous commitment to sustainable forest management  

and stewardship planning, as well as extensive engagement in forestry 

education and outreach. Their 102-acre property near Georgetown  

has been a certified Tree Farm since 1993. On hand to present a 

proclamation from the Delaware General Assembly were Reps. David  

L. Wilson (R-35) and Harvey R. Kenton (R-36). Governor Jack Markell also 

taped a video message to congratulate the Moores on their achievement. 

 

CREP Program 

In FY15, the Delaware Forest Service continued its partnership with  

the USDA Natural Resources and Conservation Service’s Conservation 

Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) to further its forested buffer  

goals and to monitor existing CREP sites for ongoing compliance. 

 

State-Funded Cost-Share Program 

In FY06, the General Assembly established a state-funded forestry cost share 

program totaling $75,000. These funds are generated by the Delaware Forest 

Service from cropland leases and timber sale revenues. This program helps 

support the forest industry on the Delmarva Peninsula and also benefits 

Delaware's many communities and private landowners. The $75,000 is divided 

between cost-share assistance to landowners (reimbursing them 50 percent of their 

actual costs) for forest management projects and Delaware's grants to communities 

for tree planting and tree management projects on publicly owned lands. The funds 

provided to landowners assisted with tree planting and timber stand improvement 

projects. These funds are particularly important to many landowners because many 

federal forestry cost-share programs have been either discontinued or significantly 

reduced. In FY15, $13,705 was spent to assist 11 individual landowners with silvicultural 

practices on 434 acres. 

From left, Rep. David L. Wilson  

(R-35) joined Bernice and Douglas 

Moore and Rep. Harvey R. Kenton 

(R-36) to honor the Moores as  

Tree Farmers of the Year at the 

Delaware Forestry Association’s 

annual banquet.  Below, DFA  

President Brian Michalski 

and member Dot Abbott  

of the U.D. Cooperative  

Extension Office attended 

the annual event held on 

March 12 in Felton. 

In FY15, $13,705  

was spent to assist  

11 landowners with  

silvicultural practices  

on 434 acres. 
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The Delaware Forest Service has a cooperative agreement 

with the U.S. Forest Service to assist local volunteer fire 

companies with wildfire suppression and prevention on 

Delaware’s one million acres of undeveloped land, which 

includes 380,000 forested acres. 

 

Delaware’s volunteer fire companies can request the 

assistance of Delaware Forest Service personnel, when 

needed, for wildland fire suppression. The DFS provides 

trained personnel, a bulldozer equipped with a fire plow 

to establish firebreaks, and wildland fire suppression tools 

such as fire rakes, hose, and collapsible backpack water 

tanks. In FY15, the Delaware Forest Service responded to 

eleven wildfires that burned nearly 59 acres including the 

Savage Ditch fire near Dewey Beach.  

VOLUNTEER FIRE ASSISTANCE GRANTS 

FIRE CO. AWARD MATCH 

Middletown $1,325 $1,325 

Cheswold $1,799 $1,799 

Port Penn $2,025 $2,025 

Leipsic $4,500 $7,612 

Felton $4,500 $50,000 

Aetna Hook $3,727 $3,727 

Carlisle $1,037 $2,038 

Delmar $3,087 $4,500 

TOTAL $22,000 $73,025 

A second major challenge facing Delaware’s forests is their  
long-term health. Wildfire, forest pests (insects and diseases),  
non-native invasive plants and animals, and improper forest 
management techniques all threaten our forests.  
 
Each year, hundreds of acres of Delaware forests are affected by 
wildfire, exotic species, or forest pests such as the gypsy moth, 
dogwood anthracnose, or the southern pine beetle. Also, improperly 
conducted forest management activities, primarily timber harvests, 
not only adversely impact the forest itself, but affect other resources 
such as water quality. 

The Forest Protection Program 

strives to protect and improve 

the health of Delaware’s 

forests through wildfire 

prevention, watershed 

protection, and forest  

health monitoring. 

Volunteer Fire Assistance Program 

Delaware’s 60 volunteer fire companies are vital to 

the Delaware Forest Service because they provide 

much of the manpower and resources to fight 

wildfires in the state. In FY15, the DFS assisted  

29 of the 60 volunteer fire companies (48%) with 

wildfire suppression, loaning of equipment, or 

training. The Delaware Forest Service maintains two 

fire equipment supply caches, one at Blackbird State 

Forest and one at Redden State Forest. In addition  

to these supply caches the Delaware Forest Service 

has two type 6 engines, three fire plows and two 

UTVs with slip-in tanks that are available to help with 

wildfires.  In FY15, eight volunteer fire companies 

received a total of $22,000 through the VFA grant 

program, which helps underwrite the acquisition  

costs of pumps, hoses, and other equipment to  

respond to and suppress wildfires as they occur.  

Delaware Forest Service staff helped local volunteer  

fire companies fight a wildfire near Dewey Beach.  

Photos by Chris Flood, The Cape Gazette. 

WILDLAND FIRE PROGRAM 
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Wildfire Training 

Each year, members of the Delaware Forest Service assist with the training of volunteer 

firefighters at the Delaware State Fire School. This year, 44 individuals completed basic 

courses that included: Basic Firefighter Training, Introduction to Wildland Fire Behavior, 

Introduction to the Incident Command System, and Human Factors in  

the Wildland Fire Service. 

 

To complement classroom courses in wildland fire, the Delaware Forest Service hosts 

an annual event that simulates a western firefighting assignment. This year’s 20th 

Annual Fire Camp was held on April 25 at Redden State Forest near Georgetown, 

where a total of 52 wildland firefighters received hands-on training in wildfire 

control, pump operations, saws, and advanced leadership training.  

 

To augment fire camp, the Delaware Forest Service also offered a standard  

8-hour refresher for experienced wildland fire fighters on May 1 at Blackbird 

State Forest. This was similar to fire camp but without the field exercises and 

live burn. A total of eight individuals attended this training where wildland fire 

scenarios and accidents were discussed. 

 

Prescribed Fire Program     

In FY15, the Delaware Forest Service continued with a successful prescribed 

burning program, completing 10 controlled burns for a total of 70 acres. 

Low intensity, prescribed fires provide benefits to the environment in many 

ways. For example, existing fuel loads are eliminated thus negating the 

possibility of a subsequent high intensity wildfire, the soil is enriched with 

nutrients that will help existing trees and the next generation of 

herbaceous plants, and habitat for a variety of animal species is greatly 

enhanced. The Delaware Forest Service plans to continue its prescribed 

burning program within the First State to mitigate fuels and to help 

native vegetation thrive by partnering with other state agencies. 

 

Mid-Atlantic Wildfire Training Academy 

Delaware Forest Service staff participated in the Mid-Atlantic Wildfire 

Training Academy at West Virginia University in Morgantown, West 

Virginia from June 6th to 12th, 2015. The DFS staff’s Jim Dowd 

taught basic wildland fire classes, provided instructional support, 

and demonstrated firefighting equipment, including a brush truck 

from Blackbird State Forest to over 186 trainees. 

 
WHYY-TV’s “First” program reported  

on the 20th Annual Fire Camp at 

Redden State Forest. 
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Wildland Fire Highlight 

Through annual wildfire training sessions held in 

partnership with the Delaware State Fire School  

and a fire camp to simulate the a western wildfire 

assignment, the Delaware Forest Service continued 

to recruit volunteers for the wildland firefighting 

program. While the number of active red-carded individuals increased 

slightly this year, the DFS continued to mobilize Type 2 Initial Attack fire 

crews, engines, and single resources whenever the need arose. These 

resources are vital to fire-prone states and allow Delaware’s firefighters  

to showcase their abilities and work ethic. 

 

Crew and Single Resource Assignments 

In FY15, Delaware dispatched two crews and two single resources to 

the western United States: 

 From July 19 through August 5, 2014, the DDA Forest Service 

dispatched a crew of firefighters (DES1) to Washington where  

they battled several wildfires including the 250,000-acre Carlton 

Complex Fire, the largest wildfire in that state’s history.  

 From August 13 through August 30, 2014, the DDA  

Forest Service assembled and dispatched a second  

crew of firefighters (DES2) to Washington and Oregon  

where they fought several major wildfires. 

 DDA Forest Service employee James D. Dowd served in 

California from July 31 through August 10, 2014 as an 

Equipment Manager, where he handled logistics and 

coordinated resources to battle the El Portal Fire in the 

Yosemite National Forest. 

 AD hire Michael Nelson served in Washington from  

July 18 through August 20, 2014 as a Ground Support 

Unit Leader and Equipment Manager on the 

Chiwaukum Creek Complex and Little Bridge Creek 

Fire. He coordinated equipment resources and 

supplies for these two fires. 

Delaware’s first wildfire crew in Washington. 
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 DES #2: WASHINGTON/OREGON 

NAME ROLE 

Michael A. Valenti CRWB 

Monica Testa ICT5 

Scott Veasey ICT5 

Christopher Sturm ICT5 

Erich T. Burkentine FALC 

James Charney FALB 

Jeffery A. Wilson FALB 

Philip M. Bietsch FFT2 

Jenifer DeCarlo FFT2 

Tyaire E. Ferrell FFT2 

Amber Havrilla FFT2 

Ryan P. Kennard (R) FFT2 

Eric R. McLaughlin (R) FFT2 

Christopher Miller (R) FFT2 

Daniel Mihok (R) FFT2 

Andrew D. Rawling FFT2 

Katrina Rothbart (R) FFT2 

William Seybold FFT2 

Jeremy Simms (R) FFT2 

Nathaniel J. Sommers FFT2 

Red = DFS employee  (R) = Rookie  

  DES #1: WASHINGTON 

NAME ROLE 

Samual Topper CRWB 

Monica Testa ICT5 

Matt Dotterer ICT5 

Scott Veasey ICT5 

Nathaniel Sommers ICT5(t) 

Tyler Torres ICT5(t) 

Jeff Wilson FALB 

Adam Keever FALB 

Matt Scheetz FALB 

Jenifer DeCarlo FFT2 

Tyaire Ferrell (R) FFT2 

Amber Havrilla FFT2 

Alexander Jenks (R) FFT2 

Thomas Morgan (R) FFT2 

Andrew Plotts (R) FFT2 

Alexander Pratt (R) FFT2 

Doug Rawling FFT2 

Louis Sarko (R) FFT2 

David Scamardella FFT2 

Bart Wilson FFT2 

Red = DFS employee  (R) = Rookie  

Delaware’s second crew at Blackbird State Forest. 
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Wildland Firefighter Recognition Event 

Governor Jack Markell hosted a recognition event at his office  

in Legislative Hall on October 8, 2014 for members of the  

Delaware wildland fire crew who participated on out-of-state 

fire assignments. Gov. Markell issued a proclamation declaring 

it “Wildland Firefighter Day in Delaware” and also recognized 

the Delaware Forest Service’s Smokey Bear fire prevention 

education program on the occasion of Smokey Bear’s  

70th Anniversary as a public service icon.   

 

Joining the Governor at the event were members of the 

Delaware General Assembly: Rep. Jeffrey Spiegelman, 

Rep. Michael Ramone, Sen. Bruce Ennis, Rep. David 

Wilson, Sen. Bryan Townsend, and former Rep. Michael 

Barbieri.  

 

In addition, U.S. Senator Thomas Carper, U.S. Senator 

Chris Coons, and U.S. Representative John Carney 

issued commendations in recognition of the hard 

work and service of Delaware’s wildland firefighting 

crew.  

Governor Jack Markell hosted a recognition event for members of the Delaware 

Forest Service’s wildland fire crew and Smokey Bear at his office in Legislative Hall. 

Honoring Smokey Bear and the annual fire prevention education 

programs are (from left) DFS staffer James Dowd, Rep. Jeffrey 

Spiegelman, Rep. Michael Ramone, Smokey Bear, Gov. Jack Markell, 

Sen. Bruce Ennis, Rep. David Wilson, and Sen. Bryan Townsend. 
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Forestry Practice Erosion and Sedimentation (E&S) Law  

DFS foresters review E&S permits for all silvicultural operations over  

one acre and provide educational materials and programs to 

landowners and loggers. By using Best Management Practices, 

such as forested buffers along waterways, water quality is 

protected by minimizing erosion and sedimentation. The 

program stresses the importance of properly conducted 

activities on properties that contain or are near open water by 

conducting pre-sale inspections and educating loggers about the 

need to protect open water. In FY15, the Delaware Forest Service issued 

97 permits on a total of 5,178 acres and conducted 133 site inspections. 

Most of the silvicultural activities were in Sussex County (60 of 97 projects), 

followed by Kent County (32), and New Castle County (5). 

 

One of the Forest Service’s performance measures is to increase the percentage  

of timber harvests on nonindustrial private forest (NIPF) lands that follow a forest 

management plan. While all timber harvests must have an approved E&S permit,  

Delaware does not require a forest management plan for a timber harvest. In FY15,  

20 percent (886 of 4,468 acres) of NIPF harvests remaining forested had such a plan. 

 

Seed Tree Law 

The Delaware Forest Service administers the Delaware Seed Tree Law that applies 

to all forested tracts of 10 acres or more containing a combination of at least 

25 percent loblolly pine, shortleaf pine, pond pine, or yellow-poplar. All 

landowners with these woodlands must provide for reforestation of these 

lands unless there are at least 400 healthy, well-distributed seedlings present on 

each acre following the harvest.  In FY15, 27 harvests totaling 1,795 acres were 

approved under the Seed Tree Law. The Delaware Forest Service will continue to 

monitor these properties to ensure proper reforestation. 

 

Forest Legacy Program  

With more than $800,000 from the U.S. Forest Service’s Forest Legacy Program, four former 

Glatfelter Pulp Wood, Inc. forested parcels totaling 371 acres were added to Redden State Forest in 

FY15. The new forestland will be conserved for public use and managed for a variety of objectives 

including recreation, wildlife habitat, water quality, and timber production. The $1.35 million purchase 

marked the last phase of the Green Horizons Forest Legacy Project begun in 2004 with the purchase of an 

easement on the 908-acre Ponders Tract near Ellendale. Over a ten-year period, Delaware received $14,925,000 

in competitive federal Forest Legacy funding (from seven separate grants) and protected 3,336 acres of working 

forestlands in the Redden/Ellendale area. The total project cost was $25,553,403 with matching funds coming from 

the State’s Open Space Council ($5,435,500), private foundations ($4,692,903), and Sussex County ($500,000). 

 

Open Space Program 

Thanks to funding from the Delaware Open Space Program, the Delaware Forest Service purchased one property 

and entered into two purchase contracts in FY15. The 24-acre Hurd property at Blackbird State Forest was 

purchased for $254,861 and will provide visitors a great place to picnic. In addition, the Forest Service also entered 

into two contracts to purchase property at Redden State Forest: the Sapp property, a 10-acre parcel within state 

forest boundaries, and the Otis Webb estate, a 101-acre parcel located west of Redden State Forest’s Jester Tract. 

In FY15,  

the Delaware  

Forest Service  

issued 97 permits  

on a total of  

5,178 acres and  

also conducted  

133 site  

inspections.  

WATERSHED PROTECTION PROGRAM 
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The Delaware Forest Service works with landowners, other state  

agencies, federal agencies, and educational institutions to conduct  

forest pest surveys and give technical assistance. Foresters emphasize a 

range of prevention strategies to help minimize the destructive effects of 

serious forest pests and use permanent forested plots to monitor the health  

of our forests on an annual basis. 

 

Technical Assistance 

In FY15, the Delaware Forest Service conducted 79 insect and disease 

diagnosis visits to landowners and homeowners. Our Forest Health 

Specialist also provided six insect, disease, and forest health 

educational programs to 386 students. 

  

Southern Pine Beetle (SPB) 

Since 2001 Delaware has participated in the Southwide 

Southern Pine Beetle Pheromone study with four traps at 

permanent locations in Sussex County loblolly pine stands. Another 

trap at Cape Henlopen State Park was set up again this year (since 

2012) to monitor populations in a pitch pine stand. In 2015, SPB traps were 

set out on April 28, about a week later than average, due to cool March and 

April temperatures. The four south-wide traps collected a total of 11 beetles in 

the first five weeks, while the Cape Henlopen trap alone collected 378 beetles in the 

first five weeks. As in past years, the Cape Henlopen trap collects far more beetles, 

though no damage or discoloration of pine trees has been found in the park to date.  

An aerial survey and ground surveys did not detect any new southern pine beetle damage 

for the spring of 2015. 

  

Asian Longhorned Beetle 

Asian longhorned beetle, Anoplophora glabripennis, is a newcomer to North 

America that has killed street trees in New York, New Jersey, Massachusetts, 

Ohio, and Chicago, Illinois. This potentially harmful insect is native to 

Japan, Korea, and southern China. Unlike other longhorned  

beetles, which usually attack stressed, diseased, and dying trees,  

A. glabripennis attacks and kills healthy trees. Consequently, there 

is concern that this exotic insect will become a major pest in North 

America. Asian longhorned beetles attack maple (Acer) trees including 

Norway, red, sugar, and silver maple, and boxelder. Horse-chestnut 

(Aesculus) willow (Salix), and several other genera of trees are also attacked. 

Adult beetles are shiny black with white blotches on their hardened outer wings. 

Their antennae are very long with alternating black and white banding  

on each segment. The most obvious sign of a beetle infestation is the presence of 

characteristic circular exit holes on the trunk, branches, and exposed roots. The Delaware 

Forest Service continued to monitor for this pest in 2015 with nine large panel traps 

placed throughout the state, focusing on areas north of Dover. To date, no ALB has 

been found within the state. 

FOREST HEALTH PROGRAM 

In FY15, the Delaware Forest Service conducted 79 insect  

and disease diagnosis visits to landowners and homeowners. 

21 



  

Gypsy Moth 

Gypsy moth populations in Delaware were reduced by the fungus 

Entomophaga maimaiga in the mid-1990s. Defoliation has since declined 

to almost nil in the last four years. Wet springs in the last several years 

have likely increased the effectiveness of the Entomophaga fungus, 

killing a large percentage of the gypsy moth larvae that eat the 

leaves of oak and sweetgum trees. Gypsy moth activity will continue 

to be monitored in coming years. The Delaware Forest Service now 

makes use of the Forest Disturbance Monitor, a software program that 

compiles remote sensing data from satellites, in conjunction with the late 

June aerial flight to detect early defoliation of forestland by gypsy moth. 

 

Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) 

This Asian borer continues to spread, reaching the eastern shore of Maryland by 

spring of 2015. It feeds exclusively on ash trees and, in areas where it has been 

established for several years, kills all ash trees. Although only about one 

percent of Delaware’s forest trees are ash, street trees in some 

neighborhoods in New Castle County are almost exclusively ash. 

 

DDA staff continued to survey for this pest in 2015. Visual surveys 

were carried out in high-risk areas along the I-95 and Route 1 

corridors. A “biosurveillance” technique using wasps that prey on  

EAB was also employed. No EAB was detected as of July 1, 2015. 

 
Sirex Wood Wasp 

An exotic wood wasp, Sirex noctilio, was first found in Oswego County, New York 

in 2004. It has subsequently been found in northern Pennsylvania, Connecticut, and 

Michigan as well. This wood wasp attacks pine trees and represents a serious potential 

threat to Delaware’s loblolly pine resource. Adults can disperse 20 miles or more. A survey 

program was initiated in Delaware in 2006 using Lindgren funnel traps baited with 

chemical lures. In late summer 2015, detection traps will be set up and monitored at 

nine sites throughout the state. Early detection would allow a more effective and 

timely response should this European pest be found here. 

 

Beech Bark Disease 

American beech (Fagus grandifolia) is a common tree in Delaware and 

is easily recognized by its smooth gray bark. A stately forest tree, 

beech also provides food for deer, squirrels, and, in much of its 

range, black bears. Unfortunately, a non-native disease 

complex called beech bark disease (BBD) has killed millions 

of beech trees in the northeast. Currently found from 

Canada down the Appalachians as far as West Virginia, BBD 

begins with infestation by a scale insect, followed by infection  

of a destructive fungus. Most of the beech trees in infested stands 

die within a few years. Four sites in northern to central Delaware were 

surveyed for BBD in 2015 as part of a coordinated effort with New Jersey, 

Maryland, and West Virginia. At each site, at least 20 beech trees were 

inspected. Fortunately, beech bark disease was not found in Delaware in 2015. 

Surveys will continue in coming years as the disease continues its southward spread. 
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The Delaware Forest Service is committed to providing and expanding its many educational, 

recreational, and demonstration opportunities on almost 20,000 acres at Blackbird, Redden,  

and Taber State Forests. These valuable public resources are managed for a variety of objectives, 

including wildlife habitat, recreation, timber production, natural resource education, and  

water quality. 

 

Blackbird State Forest 

Blackbird State Forest, located northwest of Smyrna, covers approximately 5,600 

acres. The ten tracts of Blackbird State Forest are open to the public for nature 

walks, hiking, jogging, and horseback riding all year. It features a 1/2-mile, 

wheelchair-accessible wildlife and nature interpretation trail on the 

Tybout Tract and the Blackbird Education Center on the Meadows 

Tract. Long-range management plans for Blackbird State Forest 

include timber production, wildlife habitat, recreation, soil and water 

protection, wetland and endangered species protection, and public 

education. 

 

Blackbird State Forest Education Center  

In FY15, the staff continued providing educational programs at 

the Blackbird State Forest Education Center on the Meadows 

Tract. Complementing the facility at Redden State Forest, the 

center has two meeting spaces and interactive displays.  

 

Blackbird State Forest Highlights  

 25-acre Blackbird Creek timber sale netted a total of 

81,900 board feet.  

 Acquired and working on the Hurd property. 

 White oak mortality research for U.S. Forest Service. 

 University of Delaware study – provide a two-year 

record of the hydrology, inundation, and temperature of a 

range of vernal pools. These data can be used as a baseline  

for further studies to set hydrologic goals for the restoration  

of vernal pools. 

 U.S. Air Force – search and evasion drills on the Cypress Complex. 

 Continued invasive species control efforts. 

 Continued work on Borthwick tree planting to reduce competition. 

The lack of public knowledge about the importance of our forests, and the 

professional services available to assist landowners and communities with  

the management of these forests, is the third challenge facing our forests. 

Currently, many landowners and community leaders are unaware of the 

Delaware Forest Service programs available to help them manage their 

forest resources. In addition, many Delawareans are not familiar with the 

educational  and recreational opportunities available at our three State Forests.  

 

The Forestry 

Education Program 

attempts to better 

educate and inform  

all citizens about  

the importance  

of forests.  

DELAWARE STATE FORESTS 

Northern regional forester James Dobson  

spoke to students from a natural 

resources class at the University of 

Delaware visiting Blackbird State Forest. 
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Blackbird State Forest is a popular site for special events.  

Groups with events were:  Boy Scouts of America, Delaware 

Webfooters Walking Club, Delaware Envirothon training, 

Markland Medieval Reenactment Club, and East Coast K-9 

Search and Rescue training. 

 

Taber State Forest 

Taber State Forest is west of Harrington on Burrsville Road and 

remains in its natural, primitive state. The 1,273-acre forest is open daily 

for public hiking, observing wildlife, and in-season hunting. 

 

Taber State Forest Highlights 

 Over the past year, in partnership with U.S. Fish and Wildlife and DNREC, the Delaware 

Forest Service has agreed to add several water control structures throughout the property. This 

will create more wetlands that will subsequently increase wildlife and water quality, a primary objective 

in the Forest Management Plan for Taber State Forest. Construction is expected to start in August, 2015. 

 Visitor accessibility has also increased with the addition of a new parking lot and a new kiosk for  

information about the State Forest, projects completed in-house by Forest Service staff.  

 

Redden State Forest 

Redden State Forest, located north of Georgetown, totals approximately 12,822 acres. These lands are managed  

on a multiple-use basis, including timber production, wildlife habitat improvement, soil and water quality 

enhancement and protection, and recreational use.  

 

Redden State Forest remains a popular site for special events. Groups holding annual meetings, events and training 

were: Delaware Army National Guard, 4-H Horse Advisory Council, DHSS Georgetown Center/Woodside Center/1st 

State Senior Center annual Halloween party, 4-H/University of Delaware annual pumpkin contest/youth retreat/

counselor training, Sussex County Del-Dot Union members annual Christmas Party, Boy Scouts of America 

camping/badge projects/field exercises, various church group retreats, various state agency meetings, Gee You  

Will Project annual retreat and meeting, Del-Tech Upward Bound math and science event, FFA retreat and training, 

Antique Auto Club annual show and picnic, Delmarva Adventure Sports adventure race and 1900 Club H.A.M.  

radio operator emergency communication exercise. 

 

Redden State Forest Highlights 

 Delaware Forest Service’s 20th annual fire camp was held at  

Redden State Forest on April 25, 2015. 

 371.4 acres of new forest land were acquired from the Glatfelter 

Pulp Wood Company in October, 2014. The parcels were  

purchased through the Forest Legacy program and additions 

were made to the Redden State Forest Rayne Tract and 

Ellendale Tract. 

 

Major projects at Redden 

 A total of 11.2 acres of prescribed fire was completed  

on Redden State Forest on the Headquarters Tract.  

 The 809-acre commercial pulpwood thinning that was  

sold in April of 2012 was completed in May of 2015. 

 A 33-acre clearcut harvest was completed on the 

Ellendale Tract in March of 2015. 
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The Information and Education Office coordinates all of 

the Delaware Forest Service’s information and education 

activities. Staffed by a full-time Community Relations 

Officer and Trainer-Educator, it informs the public of the 

agency’s services and provides quality environmental 

education opportunities. 

 

Education Centers 

The Delaware Forest Service operates and manages education 

centers at Redden State Forest and Blackbird State Forest. Both 

house a variety of interactive displays on Delaware’s forests and 

their management, with comfortable work areas for students 

and teachers to participate in educational activities. Each center 

has a classroom for indoor meetings, along with outdoor 

educational trails for a more dynamic learning experience. In FY15, 

two school groups comprising 29 students visited the Blackbird 

State Forest Education Center and one group totaling 13 students 

used the Redden State Forest Education Center. At both centers, 

students learned about Delaware’s forests and how people and 

animals utilize them. Other organizations also used the education 

centers for meetings. 

 

Arbor Day Overview 

The Delaware Forest Service sponsors annual Arbor Day activities 

including a poster contest and free seedling program and presents  

Arbor Day and tree education programs in schools statewide in April. 

 

Annual Free Seedling Program 

Students in kindergarten to grade five received over 2,500 seedlings  

through the annual Free Seedling Program. Classrooms must participate in the  

Arbor Day Poster Contest to be eligible for free seedlings and tree programs. Delaware  

Forest Service staff delivered the seedlings to public and private schools statewide. 

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

At left, Ashley Peebles of the  

Delaware Forest Service hands a student 

a Madagascar Hissing Cockroach at  

"It's a Bug's World," an exhibit at the 

Entomological Society of America 

meeting in Rehoboth Beach held in 

March, 2015. Photo by Rachael Pacella  

of the Delaware Coast Press. 

Above, Sen. Bethany Hall-Long  
(D-10) of Middletown joined Gov. Jack 
Markell in recognizing Rain Vasey of 
Lincoln as the statewide winner of the 

Arbor Day School Poster Contest. 
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Local senior volunteers individually package the seedlings for the students.  

These volunteers provide an invaluable service to the Delaware Forest Service  

as they separate, wrap, and bag each seedling. Staff delivered the seedlings directly to the schools to help ensure 

seedling survival. In addition, Delaware Forest Service staff performed ten Arbor Day ceremonies at elementary 

schools across the state, reaching 450 children. Staff also participated in three community-based Arbor Day 

celebrations statewide. 

 

Arbor Day Poster Contest 

The Delaware Forest Service invites students in grades K-5 throughout the state to participate in the Arbor Day 

Poster Contest. This year’s poster theme was “Trees are Terrific…Inside and Out!” Participating elementary schools 

organized preliminary contests and forwarded first, second and third place entries to the Delaware Forest Service 

for final judging. Poster contest winners were selected for each county in the following categories: kindergarten, 

first and second grade, third and fourth grade, and fifth grade. Each winner received an ornamental tree to plant 

at their school and a $50 gift card. Rain Vasey, a fourth-grader at Watergirl Farm Academy in Lincoln, was the 

statewide winner of the Arbor Day Poster Contest and received an additional $50 gift card. 

 

More than 90 classes from 30 private, public, and home schools, and youth groups participated in the FY15 

contest, and winners were honored at the state's Arbor Day Ceremony at Bunker Hill Elementary School in 

Middletown. Once again, Governor Jack Markell presented winners with their awards. 

 

Fire Prevention 

Every October (Fire Prevention Month), Delaware Forest Service staff offer 

fire prevention programs featuring Smokey Bear to first grade classrooms 

and other community groups. In FY15, staff provided 104 fire education 

programs to 9,410 students. Other efforts included participation in 

volunteer fire company open houses and community events. This year, 

Delaware Forest Service personnel presented fire prevention materials to 

children and their families at several community events, holiday parades,  

and volunteer fire company open houses. 

Gov. Markell attended the annual Arbor Day celebration  

and tree planting at the Appoquinimink High School. 

Smokey Bear paid a visit to first-graders at  

All Saints Catholic School in Wilmington to 

spread the word about fire prevention. 

Senior volunteers from 

Dover’s Modern Maturity 

Center wrap pine seedlings.  
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Other Educational Programs 

Throughout the year, the DFS offers special educational programs for students and 

training programs and presentations for community organizations. 

 

Adult Programs 

Forest Service staff perform workshops on such topics as grant writing, 

urban tree care, and GIS/GPS for attendees including state agencies, 

nature center managers, and community leaders. In FY15, the DFS 

trainer-educator conducted four Big Trees of Delaware lectures and two 

Tree Identification workshops for approximately 80 people in FY15. 

 

Student Programs 

Delaware Forest Service staff visited 16 classrooms as part of our speaker’s bureau. 

Nearly 1,800 students learned about wildland firefighting, insects and forest ecology,  

wood products, watershed protection, and urban forestry through in-class presentations,  

Super Science Day activities, and science fairs. 

 

Project Learning Tree 

Project Learning Tree (PLT) is an award-winning education curriculum designed to help 

educators weave the environment into everyday lesson plans. Through hands-on, 

interdisciplinary activities, PLT helps young people learn how to think, not what to think, 

about environmental issues. In FY15, more than 78 elementary teachers, early 

education providers, and pre-service teachers attended PLT workshops. 

 

Volunteer Corps 

The volunteer corps is an organization open to the general public by which 

volunteers assist staff with educational activities. For the 16th straight year, the 

Kent County Retired Seniors Volunteer Program (RSVP) at the Modern Maturity 

Center in Dover wrapped seedlings for the Arbor Day Free Seedling Program. Sixteen 

volunteers wrapped over 2,500 seedlings for public and private school students statewide. 

 

Other Highlights 

 The Delaware Forest Service administers the forestry component of the Delaware Envirothon,  

a statewide competition for both public and private high school students. DFS staffers train 

team coaches and student participants and also develop forestry test materials. Twenty-

four teams competed in the 2015 Envirothon.  

 Forest Service staff also participated in the Delaware Science Olympiad for middle 

and high school students, which promotes student interest in science and 

improves the quality of K-12 science education throughout the nation. 

 The Delaware Forest Service hosted the FFA Forestry CDE (Career 

Development Event) on June 30, 2015. Three school teams competed 

on tree and tree disorder identification, map reading, compass and 

pacing course, and measuring trees for board foot volume. The 

Middletown FFA will represent Delaware at the National 

Forestry CDE at the 88th National FFA Convention & Expo 

in Louisville, Kentucky in October, 2015. 

 The Delaware Forest Service helped students and staff at the 

Providence Creek Academy Charter School in Clayton to plant 17  

trees as the culmination of grade 8 student Caroline Dowd’s Girl Scout 

Silver Award service learning project. The trees will be a foundation for 

activities to reinforce science concepts taught in the classroom and provide 

opportunities for students to forge a connection with nature. 
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Computer Applications 

ArcGIS I 

ArcGIS II 

Creating & Editing Metadata in ArcGIS 

 

Fire 

HECM Refresher RS-271 (helicopter crew refresher) 

SIT-209, Wildland Fire Forms 

S-130, Fire Fighting Training Mid-Atlantic Compact  

    Wildfire Association 

S-330, Strike Team Task Force Leader 

I-100, Incident Command System 

L-180, Human Factors on the Fireline 

S-190, Intro to Wildland Fire 

RT-130, Wildland Fire Refresher 

I-100, Introduction to Incident Command System 

 

Forest Management 

Forest Pests, Pathogens, and Weeds Webinar 

Certified Arborist Exam 

DISC Annual Meeting 

ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualification 

2014 Delaware Wetlands Conference 

Re-imagining the Parking Lot as a Stormwater Practice 

Trees & Stormwater Damage Managing Response  

The Edge Condition-Native Planting for Edge Condition 

Emerald Ash Borer Workshop 

DE Arborist and Tree Care Seminar 

Invading Your Forests (Ag Week, DE State Fairgrounds) 

2014 Delaware Wetlands Conference 

Urban Waters (U.S. Forest Service) 

Wildlife Food Plots (Ag Week, DE State Fairgrounds) 

American Tree Farm System Standard of Sustainability 

Intro to Plant Pathology 

Invasive Plant Insects & Diseases 

National Insect & Disease Risk Maps Webinar 

Rapid White Oak Mortality 

Forest Disturbance Monitoring 

BMP Assessment Protocol 

EcoQuest, Life Cycle of a Forest 

Project Design & Evaluation 

Arborists Seminar 

New Tree Farm Inspector Standards 

Structural Soils 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personnel 

Getting the Job done as a Supervisor 

Emotional Intelligence 

Conflict Resolution 

Employee Assistance Program 

The Hiring Process 

Basic Principles of Leadership: Building Trust  

   Under Pressure 

Sexual Harassment Prevention 

DISC Personal Profile 

AA/EEO 

Positive Discipline 

The Supervisor’s Role 

Providing Constructive Feedback 

Workplace Communication/Active Listening 

Managing Generational Differences 

 

Miscellaneous 

DTI Cyber Security Training 

Stand by Me 

360 Degree Feedback 

Mind Over Money 

Security Awareness 

Refresher Defensive Driving 

Diversity – Food for Thought 

First Aid & CPR 

PRSA Delaware - “Inside the News Journal” 

Green Roof Webinar 

Green Infrastructure & Green Jobs Webinar 

IS-700, National Incident Management System 

IS-800, National Response Framework  

G-290, Basic Public Information Officer Course 

G-291, JIS/JIC Planning Course 

 

STAFF TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT 
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General Funds  

Salaries and associated costs (16.5 positions) $ 1,078,484 
Contractual Services $ 18,100 
Supplies & Materials $ 20,200 
Energy $ 18,700 
Travel  $              - 
General Funds Subtotal $1,135,484 
  
Appropriated Special Funds  

Salaries and associated costs (2.5 positions) $ 148,668 
Capital Outlay $ 48,957 
Contractual Services $ 74,765 
Supplies & Materials $ 69,314 
Energy $ 1,127 
Travel $ 2,677 
Revenue Refund $ 600 
Appropriated Special Funds Subtotal $ 346,108 
  
Federally Funded Cooperative Programs *  
       (includes funds for 4 positions)  

  
Forest Health Protection:  

Forest Health Management $ 50,000 
Forest Health Monitoring $ 23,000 
  
Cooperative Fire Protection:  

State Fire Assistance $ 130,571 
Volunteer Fire Assistance $ 24,184 
  
Cooperative Forestry:  

Urban and Community Forestry $ 200,000 
Forest Stewardship $ 88,800 
Forest Legacy Administration $ 75,000 
CRP Sign Up 42 & 43 $ 4,071 
CRP Sign Up 44 & 45 $ 2,363 
Federally Funded Programs Subtotal $ 597,989 
  
Total Fiscal 2015 Budget $ 2,079,581 
    

 

  * These federally funded cooperative programs are provided through the  

U.S. Forest Service, Northeastern Area State and Private Forestry budget. 
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TOLL FREE NUMBER 1-800-282-8685 (Delaware Only) 

 

Forest Service Headquarters (Dover) 302-698-4500 

 

Forestland Preservation 302-698-4548 

 

Urban and Community Forestry  302-698-4578 

 Urban Forestry Grant Program 

 Technical Assistance 

 

Blackbird State Forest (New Castle Co.) 302-653-6505 

Redden State Forest (Sussex Co.) 302-856-2893 

 

Forest Health Specialist 302-698-4553 

 Insect and Disease Identification 

 

Educational Programs 302-698-4551 

 Smokey Bear 

 Project Learning Tree 

 Speakers Bureau 

 

Wildfire Protection Program 302-698-4548 

 Wildfire Hazard Mitigation Grants 

 Volunteer Fire Assistance  

 Wildfire Training 

 

Landowner Assistance Program 302-856-2893 

 Forest Stewardship Planning 

 Cost-Share Assistance 

 Watershed Protection 

 

Community Relations Program 302-698-4552 

 

Twitter -  @DelawareForests 

Facebook - DelForestService 

You Tube - Delaware Forests 

 

The Delaware Forest Service is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer and Provider.  

The State of Delaware is an Equal 

Employment Opportunity (EEO) 

employer. The Delaware Department  

of Agriculture conducts all programs 

without discrimination based on gender, race, color, religion, 

national origin, age, disability, veterans or marital status, or 

sexual orientation. Persons with disabilities who require 

alternative means for communication of program information 

should contact the Delaware Relay Service at 1-800-232-5460 

for assistance. 

 

 
 

http://youtube.com/delawareforests
http://www.twitter.com/delawareforests

