




The Delaware Forest Service (DFS) was founded by the 
Delaware General Assembly in 1927. Today, the DFS 
continues to provide a wide range of services to help 
Delawareans manage and improve their forest resources.  
 
Because community trees provide many benefits such as 
cleaner air and water, wildlife habitat, and aesthetics, the 
Delaware Forest Service  provides technical assistance to 
cities, towns, and homeowners to help manage and improve 
this important resource. In addition, DFS foresters diagnose 
forest pest problems and recommend treatments to 
landowners and homeowners. Since 1996, the Delaware 
Forest Service has also trained more than 600 volunteer 
firefighters to serve on out-of-state wildfire assignments as 
well as providing assistance to fire companies throughout  
the state for wildfire suppression.  Through the efforts of its 
full-time trainer-educator, the DFS offers  a variety of valuable 
education programs for students of all ages, including Project 
Learning Tree training for teachers, Smokey Bear fire safety 
and prevention programs, environmental studies and an 
annual Arbor Day poster contest  for schoolchildren. 
 
As part of its mission, the DFS manages three state forests 
totaling over 19,000 acres: Blackbird State Forest near Smyrna, 
Taber State Forest near Harrington, and Redden State Forest 
near Georgetown. Open to the public year-round at no cost 
(the historic Redden Lodge is rented for a fee), the DFS 
manages the state forests for multiple objectives including 
timber, wildlife, and recreation. Blackbird and Redden  
also contain regional field offices and education centers  
available for school visits, educational trails, and events. 
 
 
 

Mission: To conserve, protect,  
and enhance Delaware’s forests 
through education, management, 
and professional assistance.  

on the web: de.gov/forestry 

http://de.gov/forestry


FOREST CONSERVATION 

Executive Summary ______________________ page 1 
 
  
 
Urban and Community Forestry Program  ____ page 4 
Urban and Community Forestry Grants 
Recognition Programs 
Arborist and Tree Care Seminar 
 
Landowner Assistance ___________________ page 10  
Private Land Management  
Forest Stewardship 
 
 

 

Wildland Fire Program  ___________________ page 13  
Wildfire Training 
Wildfire Crews 
   
Watershed Protection  ___________________ page 18 
Forestry Practice E & S Law  
Seed Tree Law 
Forestland Preservation 
Open Space Program 
 
Forest Health Program __________________  page 19  
Technical Assistance   
Forest Pests 
 
  

 

Delaware State Forests  ___________________ page 22 
Blackbird State Forest  
Taber State Forest 
Redden State Forest   
 
Information and Education  _______________ page 25 
Education Centers 
Arbor Day Overview 
Annual Free Seedling Program  
Arbor Day Poster Contest 
Fire Prevention 
Other Educational Programs 
Project Learning Tree 
Volunteer Corps 
Training and Development 
 

Budget Summary _______________________ page 30  

FOREST PROTECTION 

FORESTRY EDUCATION 



Chip Rosan, Chair  
DelDOT 
 
Patrice Sheehan, Vice Chair 
The Delaware Center  
for Horticulture   
 
Dot Abbott 
University of Delaware  
 
Jay Ashby 
Tunnell Companies 
 
Kesha Braunskill 
Urban Forester 
 
Valann Budischak 
Delaware Nursery and   
Landscape Association 
 
Marcia Fox 
DNREC 
 

Kyle Hoyd 
Urban and Community 
Forestry Program Director 
 
Carol Larson 
Village of Arden 
 
Jeff Middleton 
Delmarva Power   
 
Richard Pratt 
Governor’s Council  
on Forestry 
 
Elaine Schmerling 
Ardentown 
 
Michael A. Valenti 
State Forester 
 
Kerin Walsh 
Kent Conservation District 

 

GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL  

ON FORESTRY 

Peter Martin, Chair 
Georgetown 
 
George Torbert, III, Vice Chair 
Greenwood 
 
Steve Ditmer 
Delmar 
 
W. Allen Jones 
Georgetown 
 

Grace Lowe 
Lewes 
 
Richard Pratt 
Clayton 
 
Dot Abbott 
Wyoming 
 
Michael A. Valenti 
State Forester 

 

URBAN AND COMMUNITY  

FORESTRY COUNCIL 





Watershed Protection. The Delaware Forest Service reviews all forest 
management operations and activities to ensure compliance with the  
Forestry Practices Erosion and Sedimentation (E&S) law. In FY14,  
the DFS issued 117 permits on 4,596 acres and conducted 231 site  
inspections of forest management operations while also providing  
technical assistance to forestry operators to protect water quality.  
 
Wildland Fire.  Forest Service personnel help protect Delaware’s 
natural resources through our wildland fire program. Staff members 
assist volunteer fire companies by aiding them in wildland fire 
suppression and providing wildland fire training courses. During FY14, 
in cooperation with the Delaware State Fire School, the Delaware 
Forest Service provided wildland fire training to 83 individuals; 
responded to four wildfires that burned nearly 6.5 acres.; and 
dispatched personnel and resources (20-person crews, equipment 
manager, and dispatchers) at the national level to fight wildland fires. 
 
Through a prescribed fire program to help landowners manage their 
lands, the DFS staff conducted nine burns on 184 acres, including 95 
acres at U.S. Fish and Wildlife’s Prime Hook National Wildlife Refuge. 
 

Forestry Education Program 
 

State Forest Management.  The Delaware Forest Service manages 
over 19,000 acres at Blackbird, Redden, and Taber State Forests for 
wildlife habitat, recreation, timber, natural resource education, and 
water quality. In FY14, an estimated 34,541 visitors enjoyed activities 
such as hunting, wildlife observation, hiking, and horseback riding.  
 
In FY14, the Delaware Forest Service completed the $252,000  
purchase of the 27-acre Atkinson property and the 22-acre Harvey 
Straughn property, both now part of Blackbird State Forest. Funded  
by Delaware’s Open Space Preservation Program, these acquisitions  
help sustain working forests, improve water quality, and protect  
wildlife habitat in key environmental areas on the Delmarva Peninsula. 
 
Information and Education.  Education is a vital component of each of  
our technical programs. The Delaware Forest Service aims to further inform 
and educate all Delaware citizens on the importance of Delaware’s forest 
resources and the need to properly manage these resources. In FY14, staff 
provided forestry educational programs on a wide range of topics to nearly 
20,000 participants in schools, civic clubs, and community organizations.  
 
I hope you find this report to be an informative update on our major 
accomplishments as we continue to conserve, protect, and enhance 
Delaware’s forests through education, management, and professional 
assistance. Please contact any of our offices or visit de.gov/forestry if you 
need  assistance or wish to learn more about the Delaware Forest Service. 
  
  

http://de.gov/forestry


One of the major challenges facing today’s forest is poor 
management. Many of Delaware’s rural forests are managed 
for timber production. Because it can take at least 40 years to 
grow a mature crop of timber, many landowners will only 
harvest timber once during their lifetime. Because of these 
infrequent harvests, landowners are not regularly exposed to 
the forest management techniques that would help them 
better achieve their forestry objectives. The Delaware Forest 
Service offers professional assistance to help these landowners. 
 
Many local communities also suffer the consequences of poor 
urban forest management. Many do not have professional 
management plans for their tree resources (street trees and 
other trees on public lands), a complete inventory of these 
trees, or the expertise to manage them. Consequently, many 
urban forests do not produce their full range of benefits, such 
as energy conservation and temperature moderation. 

Through its Forest Conservation 
Program, the Delaware Forest Service 
helps landowners and communities 
improve and better manage their forest 
resources through technical assistance 
and educational programs. 

From left, Michael Krzyzanowski and Michael Casmay of Delmarva 
Power accepted the Tree Line USA award from Governor Markell.  

http://delawaretrees.com


TREE PLANTING GRANTS 

Organization Award Match 

Fenwick Island $1,058 $1,920 

Penn Farms $3,607 $4,348 

Kent Co. Parks $3,881 $24,969 

TOTAL $8,546 $31,237 

The Urban and Community Forestry (U&CF)  
Program provides technical assistance to cities,  
towns, communities, developers, and local 
governments to help develop community forest 
management plans and street tree inventories. 
Foresters also review proposed developments to 
conserve and protect urban forest resources. In 
addition, annual community forestry grants are 
offered to various organizations for tree management 
and tree planting projects on publicly owned lands.  
 
Urban and Community Grants. As part of its U&CF 
Program, Delaware Forest Service offers grants to 
municipalities, educators, non-profit organizations  
and government agencies for tree planting and tree 
management projects on public lands. Since the 
program’s inception in 1991, the Delaware Forest 
Service has awarded over $1.76 million to more than 
200 organizations to improve their urban forest 
resources. In FY14, the Delaware Forest Service 
provided $80,647 for 18 urban and community forestry 
projects in Delaware. Grants are made possible by the 
U.S. Forest Service’s U&CF program and state funds. 
Grant recipients must provide a 50-50 cost share 
match which can be met through volunteer labor, 
donated materials and services, or additional funds 
such as a local representative’s street funds. 

Tree planting grants promote  
proper planting and tree care and 
help to reestablish urban forests.  

In FY14, the Delaware Forest Service 
provided $80,647 to fund 18 urban  
and community forestry projects. 

An urban and community forestry grant helped fund this  
tree planting at Penn Farms near the City of New Castle. 



FOCUS FUNDING GRANTS 

Organization Award Match 

Georgetown $16,399 $20,000 

Lenape Tribe $950 $1,024 

Christina Conservancy $739 $1,240 

Beech Hill $4,000 $4,012 

TOTAL $22,088 $26,276 

TREE MANAGEMENT GRANTS 

Organization Award Match 

Delaware City $4,000 $4,010 

Ardentown $4,588 $4,755 

Arden $2,575 $2,675 

Lewes $5,000 $5,650 

New Castle $5,000 $7,671 

TOTAL $21,163 $24,761 

Tree management grants fund community projects 
such as tree inventories and hazardous tree removal.  

The urban and community forestry  
program partnered with the Town of 
Georgetown for a tree planting and 
streetscape improvement project. 

Urban foresters Kyle Hoyd and Kesha Braunskill  
joined Georgetown town manager Eugene Dvornick  

(above, center) to review the trees planted as part of a  
streetscape improvement project on East Market Street. 



CHESAPEAKE BAY GRANTS 

Organization Award Match 

Woodbridge FFA $11,692 $15,954 

Town of Blades $1,241 $3,708 

TOTAL $12,933 $19,662 

INVASIVE SPECIES MANAGEMENT 

Organization Award Match 

South Bethany $7,250 $7,250 

Ardencroft $1,000 $1,358 

Delaware City $1,267 $1,267 

City of Newark $6,400 $6,400 

TOTAL $15,917 $16,275 

Invasive species grants fund programs to control and 
eradicate invasive species, such as this spraying (at left)  
of invasive phragmites on the Hunn Property in Dover. 

The Delaware Forest Service’s Urban and Community 
Forestry Program provided $12,933 in FY14 for projects to 
improve water quality in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. 
The urban and community forestry program worked with 
staff and students from the Woodbridge FFA to plant trees 
on the school property to demonstrate the benefits of 
buffer plantings near agricultural land.  Delaware Forest 
Service staff also helped students from Blades Elementary 
School complete  a tree planting at a community park. 

Urban forester Kyle Hoyd worked with students  
from Blades Elementary to plant trees in a town park. 



Trees for the Bay Program 
 In FY14, the Delaware Forest Service U&CF Program 
partnered with the Department of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Control (DNREC) Division of Watershed 
Stewardship’s annual Rain Barrel Program. Any resident  
of a Delaware community located within the Chesapeake 
Bay who purchased a rain barrel was eligible to receive a 
coupon good for a free tree or trees up to $100 in cost 
from a list of participating retailers. This effort led to the 
planting of 89 trees in the Bay Watershed. (54 coupons 
were awarded, 49 were used, 89 trees planted in the Bay). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4th Annual Arborist and Tree Care Seminar 
The 4th Annual Delaware Arborist and Tree Care 
Seminar was held at Baywood Greens in Long Neck, 
Delaware on March 4 and 5, 2014. The event was 
attended by 140 tree care professionals and arborists, 
who could earn continuing education credits for 
ongoing certification by the International Society for 
Arboriculture (ISA). Speakers included Jay Ashby, 
arborist for the Tunnell Companies, Mark Chisholm of 
Aspen Tree, Trent Dicks of ArborJet, Thomas Whitelock 
of Advanced Arborist Solutions, Jason Grabosky of 
Rutgers University, and Jimmy Kroon of the Delaware 
Department of Agriculture’s Plant Industries section. 

Above, Mark Chisholm of Aspen Tree meets with 
urban program director Kyle Hoyd.  Below, despite 

snowy weather the professional tree crew from 
Tunnell Companies made the 4th Annual Arborist 

Seminar a success .  At bottom left,  an outdoor 
advanced rigging session by presenter Thomas 

Whitelock of Advanced Arborist Solutions. 



Tree City USA Program 
With guidance from the U&CF Program, 17 Delaware municipalities 
qualified as a Tree City USA through the National Arbor Day Foundation 
in FY14. The Tree City USA Program is a community improvement 
program designed to recognize municipalities that promote and  
enhance their forest resources.  
 
To be certified as a Tree City USA community, a town or city must  
meet four standards established by the Arbor Day Foundation:  
1. establish a tree board to develop and  administer  

a public tree management program, 
2. develop a community tree ordinance that designates the  

tree board and gives them responsibility for writing and  
implementing an annual community forestry work plan, 

3. annually spend a minimum of $2 per resident on its  
community forestry activities and, 

4. celebrate Arbor Day with a ceremony that includes a  
proclamation from the mayor and council. 

DELAWARE TREE CITY USA COMMUNITIES  

New Castle County Kent County Sussex County 

Ardentown Dover Bethany Beach 

Delaware City Dover AFB Fenwick Island 
Newark Milford Georgetown 
New Castle Smyrna Lewes 

Odessa  Ocean View 

Wilmington  Rehoboth Beach 

Village of Arden   

From left, DFS education specialist Ashley Peebles joined  students from St. 
Anthony of Padua School, Claude McCrea, Jr. of the parks department and Jen 
Bruhler, Director of Programs for The Delaware Center for Horticulture for a 
program to celebrate the City of Wilmington’s status as a Tree City USA for  
21 consecutive years. (Photo courtesy of www.photosbybobhunt.com) 



Tree Friendly Community Program 
Delaware’s “Tree Friendly Community Program” recognizes 
communities and homeowner groups that are committed to 
protecting and enhancing our state’s urban forest resources. 
Fourteen communities achieved this honor in FY14, awarded 
to communities that achieved at least three of the following: 
 
 an annual ceremony to promote community forests 
 a tree project that enhances existing urban forests 
 a community forestry management plan 
 a community tree ordinance that protects trees 
 a tree commission or tree board  
 a tree budget of $1 per residential household.  

DELAWARE TREE FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES  

New Castle County Sussex County 

Brennan Estates Bayside 

Edenridge I  Baywood 

Edenridge II Creekside 

Tavistock Coveside 

Westover Hills Section A Dockside 

Westover Hills Section C Lakeside 

Wilmington & Brandywine 
Cemetery 

Seaside 

Above, Delaware State University professor Dr. Susan Yost joined state 
forester Michael A. Valenti and DSU President Dr. Harry L. Williams for 
an event to celebrate DSU’s third straight year as a Tree Campus USA. 



Private Land Management 
The Delaware Forest Service assists private landowners in all aspects  
of forest management. This assistance ranges from the supervision of 
tree planting and timber stand improvement activities to the 
preparation of long-term management plans. 
   
In FY14, Delaware Forest Service staff supervised the planting of 
127,500 seedlings on 238 acres of privately owned land in Delaware,  
all of which was for loblolly pine reforestation. Seedlings for these 
projects are acquired through the Maryland Forest Service nursery 
located in Preston, Maryland.  Under the supervision of Delaware 
Forest Service staff, private contractors plant the seedlings.  
 
 Delaware Forest Service foresters also wrote 14 stewardship plans  
for 1,200 acres. The DFS also supervised herbicide (Arsenal TM) 
application spraying for 11  landowners on 449 acres. 

Urban forestry program director Kyle Hoyd shows how to make proper 
pruning cuts on street trees during a municipal training workshop for  

tree care workers in the Town of Middletown, New Castle County. 



Forest Stewardship 
The Delaware Forest Stewardship Program introduces landowners 
to innovative land management techniques. Any resident who owns 
five to 1,000 acres of forested land, or land that can be converted to 
forestland, is eligible for assistance. Delaware’s Forest Stewardship 
Program began in June 1992 in cooperation with the U.S. Forest 
Service State & Private Forestry Program. The Forest Stewardship 
Committee, consisting of landowners, foresters, and natural 
resource managers, helps the Delaware Forest Service develop and 
promote the program. The Delaware Forest Service helps 
landowners develop a stewardship plan, offers advice on plant 
species, and oversees tree planting and timber stand improvement.  
  
This fiscal year, state service foresters prepared 14 stewardship plans for 
properties in New Castle, Kent, and Sussex Counties. These plans provided 
management goals and prescriptions for 1,200 acres of land. Property 
owners established plans for soil and water quality protection, forest 
resource management, and wildlife habitat enhancement. 
 
CREP Program 
The Delaware Forest Service partners with NRCS/CREP to further the 
forested buffer goals of USFS/DFS, and continue to monitor existing  
CREP sites for ongoing compliance. 
  
State-Funded Cost-Share Program 
In FY06, the General Assembly established a state-funded forestry cost share program totaling $75,000.  
These funds are generated by the Delaware Forest Service from cropland leases and timber sale revenues. 
This program helps support the forest industry on the Delmarva Peninsula and also benefits Delaware's many 
communities and private landowners. The $75,000 is divided between cost-share assistance to landowners 
(reimbursing them 50 percent of their actual costs) for forest management projects and Delaware's grants to 
communities for tree planting and tree management projects on publicly owned lands. The funds provided to 
landowners assisted with tree planting and timber stand improvement projects. These funds are particularly 
important to landowners because many federal forestry cost-share programs have been either discontinued 
or significantly reduced. In FY14,  $3,257 was spent to assist four individual landowners with silvicultural 
practices on 112 acres.   

In FY14, the Delaware Forest Service 
supervised the planting of 127,500 

seedlings on 238 acres of private land.  



(Above, from left) The Delaware Forest Service’s William Seybold 
presents the Tree Farm sign to Woodbridge High School Future 
Farmers of America (FFA) Chapter Secretary Lauren Rose and 
Reporter Rachel Driscoll. In FY14, Woodbridge completed its 
recertification for the 47-acre parcel of school-owned woodlands  
that has been enrolled in the program for over 30 years. Delaware 
has approximately 250 Tree Farms that follow multiple-resource 
management plans designed to maximize their benefits for water 
quality, wildlife habitat, recreation, and wood products. 

(Above, from left) Cathy Michalski, Tree Farmer of the Year Brian 
Michalski, and Delaware State Tree Farm Committee director Dot 
Abbott at the Delaware Forestry Association’s 2014 annual meeting  
at the Bridgeville Fire Hall.  



A second major challenge facing Delaware’s forests is their 
long-term health. Wildfire, forest pests (insects and diseases), 
non-native invasive plants and animals, and improper forest 
management techniques all threaten our forests. Each year, 
hundreds of acres of Delaware forests are affected by 
wildfire, exotic species, or forest pests such as the gypsy 
moth, dogwood anthracnose, or the southern pine beetle. 
Furthermore, improperly conducted forest management 
activities, primarily timber harvests, not only adversely 
impact the forest itself, but also affect other resources  
such as water quality.  

 
 

Through its Forest Protection Program,  
the Delaware Forest Service strives to protect 
and improve the health of Delaware’s forests 
through wildfire prevention, watershed 
protection, and forest health monitoring. 

Wildland Fire Program 
The Delaware Forest Service has a cooperative agreement with 
the U.S. Forest Service to assist local volunteer fire companies 
with wildfire suppression and prevention on Delaware’s one 
million acres of undeveloped land, which includes 380,000 
forested acres. 
 
Delaware’s volunteer fire companies can request the assistance 
of Delaware Forest Service personnel, when needed, for 
wildland fire suppression. The Delaware Forest Service provides 
trained personnel, a bulldozer equipped with a fire plow to 
establish firebreaks, as well as wildland fire suppression tools 
such as fire rakes, hose, and collapsible backpack water tanks. 
In FY14, the Delaware Forest Service responded to four wildfires 
that burned nearly 6.5 acres. 
 
Volunteer Fire Assistance Program 
Delaware’s 60 volunteer fire companies are vital to the 
Delaware Forest Service because they provide much of the 
manpower and resources to fight wildfires in the state.  

Photos by Nikki Testa 



In FY14, the DFS assisted 34 of the 60 volunteer fire 
companies (56%) with wildfire suppression, loaning of 
equipment, or training. The Delaware Forest Service 
maintains two fire equipment supply caches, one at 
Blackbird State Forest and one at Redden State Forest.  
This year four volunteer fire companies were assisted 
through this effort. Due to a procedural change the  
annual VFA equipment grants were delayed in FY14. 
Funding for this program will be made available in the 
latter part of calendar year 2014. 

Wildfire Training 
Each year, members of the Delaware Forest 
Service assist with the training of volunteer 
firefighters at the Delaware State Fire School. 
This year, a total of 83 individuals completed 
basic courses. Courses included Basic 
Firefighter Training, Introduction to Wildland 
Fire Behavior, Introduction to the Incident Command 
System, and Human Factors in the Wildland Fire Service.  
To complement classroom courses in wildland fire, the 
Delaware Forest Service hosts an annual Fire Camp that 
simulates a western firefighting assignment. This year’s one-
day event was held on April 26 at Redden State Forest near 
Georgetown, where a total of sixty-seven volunteers 
received hands-on training in wildfire control. 
 
To augment the fire camp, this year the Delaware Forest 
Service also offered a standard 8-hour refresher on May 10 
at Blackbird State Forest. This was similar to fire camp but 
without the field exercises and live burn. Ten individuals 
attended this training. 

 

 

Cost-Share Assistance Grants 
The Wildland Fire Program offers cost-share assistance grants to 
communities to reduce the danger of wildland fires and is used to 
perform vegetation management activities to reduce problematic 
fuels such as the giant reed grass phragmites. In FY14, five grants 
totaling $25,000 were awarded with State Fire Assistance (SFA) 
funding. 
 
Communities receiving these funds were: Villages of Herring 
Creek (5 acres), Bethany Bay (15 acres), Slaughter Beach (25 
acres), the City of Lewes (60 acres), and Pot-Nets (20 acres).  
SFA funding requires a 50-50 cost-share match with non-federal 
funds, which communities typically supply through volunteer 
labor, donated materials and services, or additional cash funds. 

In FY14, 83 individuals completed basic courses in 
wildfire training at the Delaware State Fire School. 

Photos by Nikki Testa 



 
Prescribed Fire Program 
In FY14, the Delaware Forest Service 
continued with a successful prescribed 
burning program, completing nine 
controlled burns for a total of 184 acres, 
including a 95-acre controlled burn on  
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife’s Prime Hook 
National Wildlife Refuge. Low intensity, 
prescribed fires provide benefits to the 
environment in many ways. For example, existing fuel loads are 
eliminated thus negating the possibility of a subsequent high 
intensity wildfire, the soil is enriched with nutrients that will help 
existing trees and the next generation of herbaceous plants, and 
habitat for a variety of animal species is greatly enhanced. The 
Delaware Forest Service plans to continue prescribed burning  
in years to come. 
 
Mid-Atlantic Wildfire Training Academy 
Delaware Forest Service staff participated in the Mid-Atlantic 
Wildfire Training Academy at West Virginia University in 
Morgantown, WV from June 7 to 13, 2014. The DFS staff taught 
classes, provided instructional support, and demonstrated 
firefighting equipment, including its brush truck. 

Wildland Fire Highlight 
Through annual wildfire training sessions, a partnership with the 
Delaware State Fire School, and the opportunity for trainees to 
experience firsthand the western wildfire environment, the 
Delaware Forest Service continued to recruit volunteers for the 
wildland firefighting program in FY14. While the number of active 
red-carded individuals has decreased slightly this year, the DFS 
continues to mobilize fire crews, engines, and single resources 
whenever the need arises. 
 
Crew Assignment 
In FY14, the Delaware Forest Service mobilized two 20-person Type 
2 Initial Attack crews. The first crew was dispatched to the Stuart 
Creek 2 Fire located 25 miles east of North Pole, Alaska on July 5, 
2013. Delaware’s second crew was dispatched on August 11, 2013 
and battled the Patch Springs Fire near Terra, UT before moving  
to the Howard Fire in the rugged terrain of the Payette National 
Forest located east of Riggins, Idaho. 

 

In FY14, the Delaware Forest Service  
continued its successful prescribed burning  
program, completing nine controlled burns  
on a total of 184 acres. 

Photo by Nikki Testa 



DES #1  Alaska 

Crew Member  Position 

Erich Burkentine *  CRWB 

Todd Shaffer CRWB (t) 

Guy Cooper * ICT5 

Monica Testa ICT5 

Robert Baldwin ICT5 

Jim Charney ICT5 (t) 

Brian Ward  FALB 

Jeffery Wilson  FALB 

Adam Keever  FALB 

Chris Skrobot FFT2 

Doug Rawling  FFT2 

Nathaniel Sommers  FFT2 

Jon Stave FFT2 

Jon Richardville FFT2 

Brian McDonald * FFT2 

Tyler Torres FFT2 

Patrick Gilchrist FFT2 

Bill Seybold * FFT2 

Amber DeCarlo FFT2 

Jennifer DeCarlo FFT2 

Delaware’s crew battled the 85,000-acre  
Stuart Creek 2 Fire near North Pole, Alaska. 

Photo by Sam Harrel 
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner 

* DFS Staff 



Delaware’s crew fought the Howard Fire  
near Riggins, Idaho after serving in Utah. 

Photos by Nikki Testa 

DES #2 Idaho, Utah  

Crew Member  Position 

Sam Topper * CRWB 

Monica Testa CRWB (t) 

Mike Krumrine ICT5 

Scott Veasey ICT5 

Guy Cooper * ICT5 

Tyler Torres ICT5 (t) 

Jon Stave ICT5 (t) 

Brian Ward FALB 

Jeff Wilson FALB 

Todd Shaffer FALB 

Luke Terrell FFT2 

Kyle Kokoszka FFT2 

Todd Gsell * FFT2 

William Ruark FFT2 

Brian Keszler FFT2 

Robert Baldwin FFT2 

Bart Wilson FFT2 

Matt Chamberlain FFT2 

Michael Hyde FFT2 

Michael Valenti * CREP 

* DFS Staff 



Forestry Practice Erosion and Sedimentation (E&S) Law  
DFS foresters review E&S permits for all silvicultural operations  
over one acre and provide educational materials and programs  
to landowners and loggers.  
 
By using Best Management Practices, such as forested buffers  
along waterways, water quality is protected by minimizing erosion  
and sedimentation. The program stresses the importance of properly 
conducted activities on properties that contain or are near open water 
by conducting pre-sale inspections and educating loggers about the 
need to protect open water. In FY14, the Delaware Forest Service issued 
117 permits on a total of 4,596 acres and conducted 231 site inspections. 
Most of the silvicultural activities were in Sussex County (88 out of the 
117 projects), followed by Kent County (19), and New Castle County (10). 
  
One of the Forest Service’s performance measures is to increase  
the percentage of timber harvests on nonindustrial private forest 
(NIPF) lands that follow a forest management plan. While all timber 
harvests must have an approved E&S permit, Delaware does not 
require a forest management plan for a timber harvest. In FY14, 58 
percent (2,648 of 4,596 acres) of NIPF harvests had such a plan. 
 
Seed Tree Law 
The Delaware Forest Service administers the Delaware Seed Tree Law 
that applies to all forested tracts of 10 acres or more containing a 
combination of at least 25 percent loblolly pine, shortleaf pine, pond 
pine, or yellow-poplar. Landowners with these woodlands must provide 
for reforestation of these lands unless there are at least 400 healthy, 
well-distributed seedlings present on each acre following the harvest.  
In FY14, 41 harvests totaling 2,381 acres were approved under the  
Seed Tree Law. The Delaware Forest Service will continue to  
monitor these properties to ensure proper reforestation. 
 
Forestland Preservation 
Delaware's Forestland Preservation Program (FPP) was 
established in July, 2005 to preserve forests through perpetual 
conservation easements. In FY14, the Delaware Forest Service 
provided forest management plans for 13 farms being considered 
for the Aglands Preservation Program. These 13 farms (4 in Kent 
County and 9 in Sussex County) cover over 815 forested acres. 
 
Open Space Program  
In FY14, the Delaware Forest Service completed the $252,000  
purchase of the Atkinson property, a 27-acre forested parcel now   
part of Blackbird State Forest. The 22-acre Harvey Straughn property  
was purchased for $160,000 and added to Blackbird State Forest.  
Both deals were funded by Delaware’s Open Space Preservation Program and  
marks the latest efforts by the DFS to sustain working forests, improve water quality,  
and protect wildlife habitat in key environmental regions on the Delmarva Peninsula. 
 

In FY14, the Delaware Forest 
Service issued 117 permits on 
4,596 acres and conducted  
231 site inspections.  



 
The Delaware Forest Service works with landowners, 
other state agencies, and educational institutions to 
conduct forest pest surveys and provide technical 
assistance. Foresters emphasize a range of prevention 
strategies to help minimize the destructive effects of 
serious forest pests and use permanent forested plots  
to monitor the health of our forests on an annual basis. 
 
Technical Assistance 
This year, the Delaware Forest Service conducted  
67 insect and disease diagnosis visits to landowners 
and homeowners. Our Forest Health Specialist also 
provided four insect, disease, and forest health 
educational programs to 224 students. The new  
Forest Health Specialist (Bill Seybold) also finished  
an undergraduate level plant pathology class at the 
University of Delaware this May. 

 
Southern Pine Beetle (SPB) 
Delaware continued to participate in the Southwide 
Southern Pine Beetle Pheromone study with four  
traps in Sussex County. No Southern Pine Beetle  
(SPB) adults were found in any of the four traps from 
March through early July, 2014. The very cold winter  
of 2013/2014 probably reduced SPB numbers greatly  
as reflected in these trap numbers. The small SPB 
outbreak at Assawoman State Wildlife Area that was 
discovered in January of 2013 appears to have stopped 
as of early July 2014. The multiple cold winter spells 
with overnight temperatures below zero degrees 
Fahrenheit appears to have stopped SPB for this year, 
though monitoring will continue. 

In FY14, the Delaware Forest  
Service conducted 67 insect  
and disease diagnosis visits to 
landowners and homeowners. 

Delaware Forest Service staff are shown gathering data at a survey plot in  
Kent County for the annual salamander study. The ongoing project has 
continued for more than 15 years and helps to gauge forest conditions. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Asian Longhorned Beetle 
Asian longhorned beetle, Anoplophora glabripennis, is a newcomer to North 
America that is killing street trees in New York, New Jersey, Massachusetts, 
and Ohio. This potentially harmful insect is native to Japan, Korea, and 
southern China. Unlike other longhorned beetles, which usually attack 
stressed, diseased, and dying trees, Anoplophora glabripennis attacks  
and kills healthy trees. Consequently, there is concern that this exotic  
insect will become a major pest in North America. Asian longhorned  
beetles attack maple (Acer) trees including Norway, red, sugar, and  
silver maple, and boxelder. Horse-chestnut (Aesculus) and willow  
(Salix) trees are also attacked. Adult beetles are shiny black with white 
blotches on their hardened outer wings. Their antennae are very long  
with alternating black and white banding on each segment. The most  
obvious sign of a beetle infestation is the presence of characteristic  
circular exit holes on the trunk, branches, and exposed roots. The  
Delaware Forest Service continued to monitor for this pest in 2013  
and 2014 with nine large panel traps placed throughout the state,  
focusing on areas north of Dover. To date, no ALB has been found. 
 
Gypsy Moth 
Gypsy moth populations in Delaware were reduced by the 
fungus Entomophaga maimaiga in the mid-1990s. Populations 
appeared to be growing somewhat from 2006 through 2009 
based on aerial surveys of defoliation, with up to 800 acres 
per year defoliated in southern Sussex County. Defoliation has 
since declined to almost nil in 2012, 2013, and again in here 
2014. Wet springs in 2012 and 2013 have likely increased the 
effectiveness of the Entomophaga fungus, killing a large 
percentage of the gypsy moth larvae that eat the leaves of 
oak and sweetgum trees. Gypsy moth activity will continue  
to be monitored in coming years.  The United States  
Forest Service Forest Health Monitor (using bi-weekly 
information from satellites) is now used as an early  
warning system as well as aerial flights in late June. 
 

Asian longhorned  
beetle 

USDA Forest Service 



Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) 
This Asian pest continues to spread to numerous eastern states, 
including New Jersey most recently in 2014. It feeds exclusively  
on ash trees and, in areas where it has been established for  
several years, kills all ash trees. Although only about one  
percent of Delaware’s forest trees are ash, street trees in some 
neighborhoods in New Castle County are almost exclusively ash. 
 
DDA staff continued to survey for this pest in 2014, using three 
survey techniques. First, the Delaware Forest Service assisted  
the Plant Industries Section by installing and servicing traps 
designed to detect EAB. Second, visual surveys were carried  
out in high-risk areas along the I-95 and Route 1 corridors. A 
“biosurveillance” technique using wasps that prey on EAB was 
also employed. No EAB was detected. 
 
Sirex Wood Wasp 
An exotic wood wasp, Sirex noctilio, has been found in he  
wild in New York State and Pennsylvania. This wood wasp  
attacks pine trees and represents a serious potential threat to 
Delaware’s loblolly pine resource. Adults can disperse 20 miles  
or more. A survey program was initiated in Delaware in 2006 
using Lindgren funnel traps baited with chemical lures. In 2014, 
detection traps will be set up and monitored at nine sites 
throughout the state. Early detection would allow a more 
effective and timely response should this European pest be  
found here. 
 
Beech Bark Disease 
American beech (Fagus grandifolia) is a common tree in  
Delaware and is easily recognized by its smooth gray bark.  
A stately forest tree, beech also provides food for deer,  
squirrels, and, in much of its range, black bears. Unfortunately,  
a non-native disease complex called beech bark disease (BBD) 
has killed millions of beech trees in the northeast. Currently 
found from Canada down the Appalachians as far as West 
Virginia, BBD begins with infestation by a scale insect, followed 
by infection of a destructive fungus. Most of the beech trees  
in infested stands die within a few years. 
 
Four sites in northern to central Delaware were surveyed for  
BBD in 2014 as part of a coordinated effort also involving New 
Jersey, Maryland, and West Virginia. At each site, at least 20 
beech trees were inspected for the presence of scale and 
symptoms of BBD. Fortunately, beech bark disease was not 
found in Delaware in 2014. Surveys will continue in coming  
years as the disease continues its southward spread. 

Beech bark disease 
Joseph O’Brien 

USDA Forest Service 

Sirex wood wasp 
David R. Lance 
USDA APHIS 

Emerald ash borer 
USDA Forest Service 
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The Delaware Forest Service is committed to both providing 
and expanding its numerous educational, recreational, and 
demonstration opportunities on over 19,000 acres at 
Blackbird, Redden, and Taber State Forests. These valuable 
public resources are managed for a variety of objectives, 
including wildlife habitat, recreation, timber production, 
natural resource education, and water quality. 
 
Blackbird State Forest 
Blackbird State Forest, located northwest of Smyrna, covers approximately 5,600 acres. The ten tracts of 
Blackbird State Forest are open to the public for nature walks, hiking, jogging, and horseback riding all year. It 
features a 1/2-mile, wheelchair-accessible wildlife and nature interpretation trail on the Tybout Tract and the 
Blackbird Education Center on the Meadows Tract. Long-range management plans for Blackbird State Forest 
include timber production, wildlife habitat, recreation, soil and water protection, wetland and endangered 
species protection, and public education. 

The lack of public knowledge about the importance of our forests,  
and the professional services available to assist landowners and 
communities with the management of these forests, is the third 
challenge facing our forests. Currently, many landowners and 
community leaders are unaware of the Delaware Forest Service 
programs available to help them manage their forest resources. In 
addition, many Delawareans are not familiar with the educational   
and recreational opportunities available at our three State Forests.  

The Delaware Forest Service attempts to  
better educate and inform all citizens about  
the importance of our forests through  
its Forestry Education Program. 



 Blackbird State Forest Education Center  
In FY14, the staff continued providing educational 
programs at the Blackbird State Forest Education Center 
on the Meadows Tract. Complementing the facility at 
Redden State Forest, the center has two meeting spaces 
and interactive displays.  

 
Blackbird State Forest Highlights 
 Coordinated with Del. Geological Survey for three deep cores on BSF 
 Acquired and began work on the 27-acre Atkinson property  
 Completed new loop road on Dulany Manor tract 
 Worked on Borthwick tree planting to reduce competition 
 Thinning project on Tybout timber stand -T8 
 Continued invasive species control efforts 
 Eagle scout project on Peters Tract to replace bridge  

on ditch crossing 
 Replaced 25 deer hunting stands 

  
Blackbird State Forest is a popular site for special events. 
Groups with events were: Delmarva Driving Club, Wicomico 
Hunt Club, MS Bike-a-thon, Delaware Webfooter Walking Club, 
Envirothon training, Markland Medieval Re-enactment Club,  
and East Coast K-9 Search and Rescue training.  

  
Taber State Forest 
Taber State Forest is located west of Harrington on Burrsville 
Road and remains in its natural, primitive state. The 1,242-acre 
forest is open daily for public hiking, observing wildlife, and  
in-season hunting. 
 
Taber State Forest Highlights 
• A 13-acre young stand of pine regeneration from a 2008 

clear-cut was sprayed with Arsenal to release the pines  
from various hardwood species. 

 

 



Redden State Forest 
Redden State Forest, located north of Georgetown, totals approximately 12,340 acres. These lands are 
managed on a multiple-use basis, including timber production, wildlife habitat improvement, soil and 
water quality protection, and recreational use. 
  
Redden State Forest remains a popular site for special events. Groups holding annual meetings, events 
and training were: Delaware Army National Guard, 4-H Horse Advisory Council, DHSS Georgetown 
Center/Woodside Center/ 1st State Senior Center annual Halloween party, 4-H/ University of Delaware 
annual pumpkin contest/youth retreat/counselor training,  
Sussex County Del-Dot Union members annual Christmas  
Party, Boy Scouts of America camping/ badge projects/ field  
exercises, various church group retreats, various state agency  
meetings, Gee You Will Project annual retreat and meeting,  
Del-Tech Upward Bound math and science event, FFA retreat  
and training, Antique Auto Club annual show and picnic,  
Delmarva Adventure Sports adventure race and 1900 Club  
H.A.M. radio operator emergency communication exercise. 
 
Redden State Forest Highlights 
  Delaware Forest Service’s 19th annual fire camp 

was held at RSF on April 26, 2014. 
 
Major projects at Redden 
 A total of 69 acres of prescribed fire was 

completed on Redden State Forest on the 
Headquarters Tract (44 acres), J.G. Townsend 
Tract (9 acres), Jester Tract (14 acres) Ellendale 
Tract (2 acres) for the purpose of wildlife habitat 
improvement and hazard fuel reduction . 

 183 acres of the 809-acre commercial pulpwood 
thinning that was sold in April of 2012 was 
completed. Stands located on Deep Creek, 
Jester, Long, and Ellendale Tracts are slated  
for completion in FY15. 

The 19th Annual Fire Camp was held at  
Redden State Forest on April 26, 2014. 



The Information and Education Office coordinates  
all of the Delaware Forest Service’s information and  
education activities. Staffed by a full-time Community 
Relations Officer and Trainer-Educator, it informs the  
public of the agency’s services and provides quality  
environmental education opportunities. 
 
Education Centers 
The Delaware Forest Service operates and manages 
education centers at Redden State Forest and 
Blackbird State Forest. Both house a variety of 
interactive displays on Delaware’s forests and their 
management, with comfortable work areas for 
students and teachers to participate in educational 
activities. Each center has a classroom for indoor 
meetings, along with outdoor educational trails for 
a more dynamic learning experience. In FY14,  
two schools comprising 125 students visited the 
Blackbird State Forest Education Center and two 
schools totaling 190 students used the Redden State 
Forest Education Center. At both centers, students 
learned about Delaware’s forests and how people 
and animals utilize them. Other organizations also 
used the education centers for meetings. 
 
Arbor Day Overview 
The Delaware Forest Service sponsors annual Arbor  
Day activities including a poster contest and Free 
Seedling Program and presents Arbor Day and tree 
education programs in schools statewide in April. 

 
Annual Free Seedling Program 
Students in kindergarten to grade five received 
over 3,500 seedlings through the annual Free 
Seedling Program. Classrooms must participate in 
the Arbor Day Poster Contest to be eligible for 
free seedlings and tree programs. Delaware 
Forest Service staff delivered the seedlings  
to public and private schools statewide. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Senior volunteers from the Modern Maturity Center’s 
RSVP Program in Dover wrapped tree seedlings  

for distribution to Delaware schoolchildren. 

A student at McIlvaine Early 
Childhood Center plants a  

tree at their school. 



Local senior volunteers individually package the 
seedlings for the students. These volunteers provide  
an invaluable service to the Delaware Forest Service  
as they separate, wrap, and bag each seedling. Staff 
delivered the seedlings directly to the schools to help 
ensure seedling survival. In addition, Delaware Forest 
Service staff performed 11 Arbor Day ceremonies at 
elementary schools across the state, reaching 1,500 
children. Staff also participated in three community 
Arbor Day celebrations statewide. 

 
Arbor Day Poster Contest 
The Delaware Forest Service invites schools K-5 throughout 
the state to participate in the Arbor Day Poster Contest. This 
year’s poster theme was “Trees are Terrific…in Cities and 
Towns!” Participating elementary schools organized 
preliminary contests and forwarded the first, second, and 
third place entries to the Delaware Forest Service for final 
judging. Poster contest winners were selected for each county 
in the following categories: kindergarten, first and second 
grade, third and fourth grade and fifth grade. Each winner 
received an ornamental tree to plant at their school and a $50 
gift card. Isabella Garber, a fifth-grade student at Christ the 
Teacher, was selected as the overall state winner. Isabella 
received an additional $50 gift card. 

In all, over 105 classes from 41 private, public, and home schools,  
and youth groups participated in the FY14 contest, and winners  
were honored at the state's Arbor Day Ceremony at McIlvaine 
Early Childhood Center in Magnolia. Once again this year, 
Governor Jack Markell presented winners with their gift cards. 
 
 

Over 105 classes from 41 schools participated  
in the 2014 Arbor Day School Poster Contest. 

State Rep. Harvey R. Kenton and 
Governor Jack Markell honored Grade 5 

student Isabella Garber of Newark’s 
Christ the Teacher School as the Overall 

Winner of the School Poster Contest. 

Governor Markell joined members of the Caesar Rodney  
FFA Chapter at the 2014 Arbor Day Celebration in Magnolia. 

Student Holly Helsdon with 
her family at the annual 
Arbor Day event. 

Students at MECC in  
Magnolia helped plant the 

“Tree Walk & Talk” Arboretum. 



Fire Prevention 
Every October (Fire Prevention Month), Delaware 
Forest Service staff offer fire prevention programs 
featuring Smokey Bear to first grade classrooms  
and other community groups. In FY14, staff  
provided 78 fire education programs to 7,789 
students. Other efforts included participation in 
volunteer fire company open houses and community 
events. This year, Delaware Forest Service personnel 
presented fire prevention materials to children and 
their families at several community events, holiday 
parades, and volunteer fire company open houses. 
 
Other Educational Programs 
Throughout the year, the Forest Service offers special 
educational programs for students as well as training 
programs and presentations for community groups and  
other organizations. 
 
Adult Programs 
Forest Service staff performed 20 workshops for over 626 
people on such topics as grant writing, urban tree care, 
and GIS/GPS. Attendees included other state agencies, 
nature center managers, and community leaders.   
 
Student Programs 
Delaware Forest Service staff visited 25 classrooms as part of our speaker’s bureau. Nearly 1,500 students 
learned about wildland firefighting, insects and forest ecology, wood products, watershed protection, 
and urban forestry through in-class presentations, Super Science Day activities, and science fairs. 
 

Project Learning Tree 
Project Learning Tree (PLT) is an award-
winning education curriculum designed to 
help all educators weave the environment 
into their everyday lesson plans. Through 
hands-on, interdisciplinary activities, PLT helps young people learn 
how to think, not what to think, about environmental issues. In 
FY14, over 200 elementary teachers, early education providers, and 
pre-service teachers attended a PLT workshop. 

 
Volunteer Corps 
The volunteer corps is an organization open to the general 
public, by which volunteers assist staff with educational 
activities. For the 15th straight year, members of the Kent 
County Retired Seniors Volunteer Program (RSVP) at the 
Modern Maturity Center in Dover wrapped seedlings for  
the Arbor Day Free Seedling Program. Nineteen volunteers 
wrapped over 3,500 seedlings for public and private school 
students statewide. 
 

 

Delaware Forest Service’s Michael Sethman joined 
Smokey Bear to talk fire safety at Middletown’s MOT 

Charter School. Smokey met Madison Blanchfied (left) 
and Kaitlyn Joshua (Photos by Middletown Transcript). 

Middletown student Erin 
Fogarty answers questions  

at the FFA forestry CDE. 



Other Highlights 
 The Delaware Forest Service administers the forestry component 

of the Delaware Envirothon, a statewide competition for both 
public and private high school students. As part of the event, 
staffers train team coaches and student participants and also 
develop forestry test materials. Twenty teams competed in the 
2014 Delaware Envirothon.  

 The Delaware Forest Service also participated in the FY14 
Delaware Science Olympiad for middle and high school students. 
The Science Olympiad’s mission is to promote and improve 
student interest in science and to improve the quality of K-12 
science education throughout the nation. 

 The Delaware Forest Service hosted the FFA Forestry CDE  
(Career Development Event) on June 24, 2014. Two school teams 
competed in categories that included tree and tree disorder 
identification, map reading, compass and pacing course, and 
measuring trees for board foot volume. Middletown FFA will go 
on to represent Delaware at the 2014 National Forestry CDE in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

 The Delaware Forest Service worked with the students and staff 
at the McIlvaine Early Childhood Center in Magnolia, Delaware  
to create and install an interactive Arboretum on their school 
grounds. Annually, over 500 kindergartners start their school 
career at MECC learning about trees, wood and paper.  
The Arboretum was developed to reinforce science  
concepts learned in the classroom and to provide the  
opportunity for all students to forge a connection  
with the natural world. As a PLT-trained school,  
McIlvaine was able to procure a PLT GreenSchools!  
grant to pay for the project. Ten large trees each  
with their own educational sign were planted in  
the “McIlvaine Tree Walk and Talk Arboretum.” 

FFA forestry champions: Middletown H.S. FFA: (from left) Erin Fogarty,  
Sara Bednash, Jeff Billings, FFA Advisor, Will Nylander, and Ariana Gaston. 

Ardany Coloma  
of Sussex Central 
uses a Biltmore stick 
to gauge tree height. 

A student examines a tree sample 
at the 2014 Delaware Envirothon. 



Computer Applications 
ArcGIS I 
ArcGIS II 
 
Fire 
HECM, Refresher RS-271 (helicopter crew refresher) 
SIT/209, Wildland Fire Forms 
S-130, Fire Fighting Training at Mid-Atlantic Wildfire 

Training Academy 
S-330, Strike Team Task Force Leader 
I-100, Incident Command System 
L-180, Human Factors on the Fireline 
S-190, Intro to Wildland Fire 
 
Forest Management 
Forest Pests, Pathogens, and Weeds Webinar 
Certified Arborist Exam 
DISC Annual Meeting 
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualification 
2014 Delaware Wetlands Conference 
Re-imagining the Parking Lot as Stormwater Practice 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Forest Management (continued) 
Trees & Stormwater Damage Managing Response  
Edge Condition – Native Planting for Edge Condition 
Emerald Ash Borer Workshop 
DE Arborist and Tree Care Seminar 
Invading your Forests (Delaware Ag. Week) 
2014 Delaware Wetlands Conference 
Urban Waters (U.S. Forest Service) 
Wildlife Food Plots (Del. Ag. Week) 
American Tree Farm System Standard of  

Sustainability 
Intro to Plant Pathology 
Invasive Plant Insects & Diseases 
National Insect & Disease Risk Maps Webinar 
Rapid White Oak Mortality 
Forest Disturbance Monitoring 
BMP Assessment Protocol 
EcoQuest, Life Cycle of a Forest 
 
Personnel 
Getting the Job Done as a Supervisor 
Emotional Intelligence 
Conflict Resolution 
Employee Assistance Program 
The Hiring Process 
Basic Principles of Leadership: Building Trust  
 
Miscellaneous 
DTI Cyber Security Training 
Stand by Me 
360 degree Feedback 
Mind over Money 
PRSA Delaware – Meet the Media 
 
 

Signs at the new arboretum included  
the common name and scientific name  
as seen in all arboretums. Tree names 
were also provided in Spanish and 
Mandarin because MECC is part of the 
Governor’s World Language Initiative.  
 
Other tree facts given included leaf shape,  
wildlife value, and wood uses. The Caesar Rodney  
Natural Resources class helped plant the trees and  
provided small group instruction to over 30 kindergarten 
classes. A follow-up training was also held for staff members 
on how to use the Arboretum as an instructional tool in 
conjunction with Project Learning Tree.  

Students from Caesar Rodney H.S. 
talked to kindergarten students  

at the arboretum planting event. 



  
  
 
 

General Funds 
Salaries and associated costs (16.5 positions) $1,098,475 
Contractual Services 18,100 
Supplies & Materials        20,200 
Energy 18,700 
Travel 0 
 General Funds Subtotal       $ 1,155,475 
 
 
Appropriated Special Funds  
Salaries and associated costs (2.5 positions) 144,381  
Capital Outlay 0 
Contractual Services  42,416  
Supplies & Materials        60,869 
Energy         12,999 
Travel 2,998 
Revenue Refund                 312 
 Appropriated Special Funds Subtotal  $ 263,975 
 
 
Federally Funded Cooperative Programs * 
       (includes funds for 4 positions)   
 
Forest Health Protection: 
Forest Health Management      50,000 
Forest Health Monitoring  23,000 
 
Cooperative Fire Protection: 
State Fire Assistance      127,979 
Volunteer Fire Assistance        31,223 
 
Cooperative Forestry: 
Urban and Community Forestry      220,000 
Forest Stewardship        141,400 
Chesapeake Bay         30,000 
Forest Legacy Administration 0 
 Federally Funded Programs Subtotal $ 623,602 
 
 Total Fiscal 2014 Budget      $ 2,043,052 
   

* These federally funded cooperative programs  
are provided  through the U.S. Forest Service,  
Northeastern Area State and Private Forestry budget. 

 

FISCAL YEAR 2014  

OPERATING BUDGET (actual) 



 
TOLL FREE NUMBER 1-800-282-8685 (Delaware Only) 

 
Forest Service Headquarters (Dover) 302-698-4500 
 
Forestland Preservation 302-698-4548 
 
Urban and Community Forestry  302-698-4578 
 Urban Forestry Grant Program 
 Technical Assistance 
 
Blackbird State Forest (New Castle Co.) 302-653-6505 
Redden State Forest (Sussex Co.) 302-856-2893 
 
Forest Health Specialist 302-698-4553 
 Insect and Disease Identification 
 
Educational Programs 302-698-4551 
 Smokey Bear 
 Project Learning Tree 
 Speakers Bureau 
 
Wildfire Protection Program 302-698-4548 
 Wildfire Hazard Mitigation Grants 
 Volunteer Fire Assistance  
 Wildfire Training 
 
Landowner Assistance Program 302-856-2893 
 Forest Stewardship Planning 
 Cost-Share Assistance 
 Watershed Protection 
 
Community Relations Program 302-698-4552 
 
Connect with us! 
Twitter – @DelawareForests 
Facebook – DelForestService 
YouTube Channel – DelawareForests 
 
The Delaware Forest Service is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and Provider. The State of Delaware is an  
Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) employer.  
The Delaware Department of Agriculture conducts  
all programs without discrimination based on gender,  
race, color, religion, national origin, age, disability, veterans or marital 
status or sexual orientation. Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program information should 
contact the Delaware Relay Service at 1-800-232-5460 for assistance. 

 

STAFF AND PROGRAM DIRECTORY 

http://www.twitter.com/delawareforests
http://youtube.com/delawareforests
http://www.twitter.com/DelawareForests
http://www.facebook.com/DelForestService
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWSXTu6pfz91ZAwIsWSHclg
http://dda.delaware.gov



